
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consistent with NCAA rules, it is the policy of the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics (ICA) at 

the University of Washington (UW) that student-athletes, coaches, all other ICA staff members, the 

Faculty Athletics Representative and the President of UW are strictly prohibited from placing, 

accepting or soliciting a wager (on one's own behalf or on the behalf of others) of any kind with any 

individual or organization on any intercollegiate, amateur or professional team or contest involving 

any sport that is sponsored by the NCAA.  For example, it would be impermissible to place a wager 

on a high school basketball game, an Olympic volleyball match or an NFL football game because 

those sports are NCAA-sponsored sports.   

Examples of sports wagering include: (i) internet sports wagering; (ii) the use of a bookmaker or 

parlay card; (iii) auctions in which bids are placed on teams, individuals or contests; and (iv) 

pools/fantasy leagues in which an entry fee is required and there is an opportunity to win a prize.   

The NCAA defines a "wager" as any agreement in which an individual or entity agrees to give up 

an item of value (e.g., cash, a clothing item, a meal) in exchange for the possibility of gaining 

another item of value. 

 

 

 

 

Online Gambling: Online gambling of any kind within the State of Washington is a felony under 

Washington state law.  It is illegal to participate in any form of online gambling (poker, sports 

wagering, etc.) while in the State of Washington, even if the company or website running the 

gambling operation is located outside of the State of Washington or the United States. 

 

Fantasy Sports:  It is a violation of NCAA rules to participate in fantasy sports (e.g., rotisserie 

baseball, fantasy football) if: (i) an entry fee is required to participate; and (ii) there is a prize of any 

kind that could be won by the participants (e.g., cash, gift certificate, television, etc.).  It is 

permissible to participate in fantasy sports if there is no entry fee.  If there is an entry fee, it remains 

permissible to participate as long as there is no opportunity to win a prize of any kind.  Student-

athletes and staff members are encouraged to exercise caution when participating in fantasy sports.  

When in doubt, the compliance office should be consulted about the permissibility of participating 

in a fantasy sports league or contest. 

 

Policy Regarding Legal Gambling Activities: Although certain forms of gambling may be legal, 

student-athletes, coaches and all ICA staff members are prohibited from participating in any 

gambling activity when involved in any team-related activity (e.g., playing poker in a hotel room 

Summary of NCAA Gambling Rules 

Specific Policies 

 

University of Washington 
 

GAMBLING POLICY  
 



Revised: July 3, 2012 

 

during a road trip, playing casino games while participating in a competition in Las Vegas, playing 

golf for money during team practice). 

 

Duty to Report:  In accordance with NCAA rules and department policy, if any ICA staff member 

becomes aware of any other individual engaging in gambling activities that may constitute a 

violation of NCAA rules or this policy, the individual is required to report that information 

promptly to his or her supervisor and/or to the Senior Associate Athletic Director for Compliance & 

Student Development.  To the extent possible, those administrators called upon to investigate any 

alleged violations will attempt to keep the reporting individual's identity confidential.  Any form of 

retaliation against any individual who in good faith reports a suspected violation of NCAA rules or 

this policy is strictly prohibited. 

 

Confidential Information: Sports wagering is a pervasive problem, and individuals involved in 

gambling activities will go to great lengths to obtain information that might give them an advantage.  

Therefore, student-athletes, coaches and all ICA staff members are prohibited from providing any 

information related to intercollegiate athletics or UW student-athletes (e.g., information about a UW 

student-athlete’s injury, a change in a student-athlete’s eligibility status, etc.) to any individual 

involved in organized gambling activities.  In addition, student-athletes, coaches and ICA staff 

members are advised to exercise appropriate caution and discretion when sharing such information 

with anyone outside of ICA.  

 

Education & Counseling:  The compliance staff will provide education on a regular basis to 

student-athletes, coaches and all other ICA staff members regarding NCAA gambling rules and the 

ICA gambling policy.  If any student-athlete, coach or other ICA staff member is concerned that he 

or she might have developed or be developing an addiction to gambling, the individual is 

encouraged to seek help from an athletic trainer, team physician, coach or ICA administrator.  

Regardless of whether the person involved has committed violations of NCAA rules or the ICA 

gambling policy, ICA will provide assistance with arranging appropriate professional counseling to 

address such concerns. 

 

Sanctions:   UW staff members and student-athletes who violate the NCAA gambling rules and/or 

this policy shall be subject to disciplinary action from UW as well as any penalties that may be 

imposed by the Pac-12 and/or NCAA.  Under NCAA rules, the following sanctions apply to 

student-athletes who engage in impermissible gambling activities: 

(a) A student-athlete who engages in activities designed to influence the outcome of an 

intercollegiate contest or in an effort to affect win-loss margins ("point shaving") or who 

participates in any sports wagering activity involving the student-athlete's institution shall 

permanently lose all remaining regular-season and postseason eligibility in all sports.   

(b) A student-athlete who participates in any sports wagering activity through the internet, a 

bookmaker or a parlay card shall be ineligible for all regular-season and postseason competition for 

a minimum of a period of one year from the date of the institution's determination that a violation 

occurred and shall be charged with the loss of a minimum of one season of eligibility.  If the 

student-athlete is determined to have been involved in a later violation of any portion of Bylaw 

10.3, the student-athlete shall permanently lose all remaining regular-season and postseason 

eligibility in all sports. 


