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The Washington Way 
 

The Department of Intercollegiate Athletics at the University of Washington expects its student-
athletes to conduct themselves at all times in a manner that embodies and reflects the values and 
traditions associated with the University of Washington.  This is “The Washington Way.”   
 
Participation in intercollegiate athletics is not a right.  It is a privilege and opportunity accompanied 
by important responsibilities. Student-athletes are high-profile representatives of the University of 
Washington, and their behavior is closely scrutinized by their peers, the campus community, the 
citizens of Seattle and the State of Washington, and the media.  The actions of a single student-
athlete can reflect positively or negatively on both the individual student-athlete and his or her team 
and coaches, the Athletics Department and the entire University.  Student-athletes should represent 
themselves and the University with honesty and integrity at all times and in all of their pursuits – in 
the classroom, in competition and in the community.     
 
Student-athletes shall abide by this Student-Athlete Code of Conduct, the Athletics Department’s 
Student-Athlete Handbook and the University of Washington Student Code of Conduct, and they 
should support and encourage each other in their efforts to do the same.  Student-athletes are 
encouraged to ask questions of the coaches, Athletics Department staff and University staff before 
engaging in any activity that might jeopardize eligibility or violate this Student-Athlete Code of 
Conduct.  A student-athlete who violates this Student-Athlete Code of Conduct may be subject to 
disciplinary action from both the University and the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics.  

 
Academic Responsibilities 

 
Student-athletes at the University of Washington are students first and athletes second.   The 
Athletics Department expects student-athletes to make academic success their top priority and carry 
out all of their academic responsibilities with integrity and character.  The Athletics Department 
encourages student-athletes to explore all of their areas of intellectual interest and take full 
advantage of the opportunities offered by the University to grow as people and students. 
 
General Academic Expectations 
 
The academic responsibilities of each student-athlete include: 

 

 Making satisfactory progress each academic quarter towards earning a degree and remaining in 
good academic standing under all University, Pacific-12 Conference and NCAA policies, rules and 
regulations. 
 

 

University of Washington 
Student-Athlete  

Code of Conduct 



2 
[Last Revised: 7/3/12] 

 Preparing for and attending all classes; arriving on-time and staying until the end of each class. 
Student-athletes may not miss class for practice (unless related to team travel) or for any other 
athletic department-sponsored activity (e.g., banquets, community outreach activities). 

 

 Preparing for and attending all scheduled tutoring appointments, advising/coordinating 
appointments and other academic-related meetings. 

 

 Conducting themselves in all academic settings (e.g., classroom, tutoring sessions, computer lab, 
study halls) in a manner that demonstrates a sincere dedication to learning and promotes a positive 
learning environment.  This includes paying attention, actively engaging in class discussions and 
refraining from distracting behavior.  

 

 Satisfying all academic expectations outlined by the course instructor for each class even with the 
additional time demands related to practice, competition and team travel.  This includes submitting 
all assignments on time, striving for academic achievement, investing the time and energy necessary 
to create high-quality academic work and contributing to the overall learning environment. 
 

 Communicating with course instructors before or during the first week of classes each quarter 
regarding team travel and arranging to take exams or complete class assignments.  

 

 Abiding by the Student-Athlete Handbook and all academic policies of Student-Athlete Academic 
Services.   

 
Academic Integrity 
 
Academic integrity is the foundation of education.  University of Washington student-athletes commit to 
conducting all academic pursuits with honesty, fairness, respect and responsibility.  Student-athletes shall 
maintain the highest standards of academic conduct and abide by the letter and the spirit of all academic 
honesty policies of the University.   
 
Student-athletes shall neither participate in nor condone any form of cheating/academic dishonesty.  
Academic violations include: 

 

 Plagiarism.  This includes using another writer’s words, ideas, structures without proper citation; 
failure to use quotation marks to credit the work of others; using a paper written by another 
individual or writing service; writing a paper for someone else; or presenting another individual’s 
computer code as your own. 
 

 Cheating on exams/course assignments.  This includes copying from someone else’s paper; 
unauthorized use of notes during exams; altering an exam for re-grading; obtaining an advance 
copy of an exam; using or serving as a surrogate test-taker; falsifying data; or unauthorized 
collaboration. 

 

 Assisting others in any form of cheating/academic dishonesty. 
 

 Falsifying reasons for taking a make-up exam or submitting assignments late. 
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 Submitting the same paper or other coursework for credit in two different classes. 
 

It is each student-athlete’s responsibility to know and follow the University of Washington Student Code of 
Conduct and its academic honesty policies.  Ignorance of the rules is not a defense to a charge of academic 
dishonesty.  Note: Discipline resulting from violations of the academic honesty policies may be administered by 
the Athletics Department under this Student-Athlete Code of Conduct that are separate and independent from 
any discipline administered by the University. 
 

Social and Community Responsibilities 
 
Student-athletes shall conduct themselves as responsible members of the university and local community.  
Student-athletes must abide at all times by: (i) the sport-specific team rules established by their coaches; (ii) the 
rules, regulations and policies of the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics, the University, the Pacific-12 
Conference and the NCAA; and (iii) all local, state and federal laws.   
 
Student-athletes must not participate in or condone participation by others in any activity that violates these 
rules, regulations, policies or laws.  Examples of impermissible activities include hazing, gambling, 
discrimination, sexual harassment or misconduct, possession or use of illegal substances, driving under the 
influence of alcohol or drugs, physical abuse/fighting, public intoxication, and unlawful use of alcohol.  Any 
violation of another person’s human rights, including harassment, that is based on gender, race, ethnicity, 
sexual orientation, or any other personal characteristic or preference will not be tolerated. 
 
The social and community responsibilities of each student-athlete include: 

 

 Notice Requirement: Student-athletes must immediately notify their head coach or sport administrator 
of any incident that involves: (i) an arrest or charge of any misdemeanor or felony criminal offense by 
UW campus police or any other law enforcement agency; (ii) an actual or alleged violation of any 
University of Washington policies or procedures (including residence hall policies). This notice 
requirement applies year-round and regardless of where the incident occurs. 
 

 Alcohol/Drugs: The use of alcohol or drugs by student-athletes while involved in any team-related 
activities (e.g., practices, competitions, banquets, team travel) is prohibited, regardless of whether the 
student-athlete is of legal age. Student-athletes must be familiar with and abide by the Substance Abuse 
Prevention and Education Policy adopted by the Athletics Department. Student-athletes of legal age 
must handle the consumption of alcohol responsibly and in a manner consistent with the policies of the 
team, the Athletics Department and the University.    
 

 Gambling: Student-athletes are prohibited from participating in any gambling or sports wagering 
activities that would violate NCAA gambling rules, state and federal gambling laws or the Athletics 
Department’s Gambling Policy.  Student-athletes are responsible for knowing and abiding by the 
Athletics Department’s Gambling Policy.   
 

 Hazing: Student-athletes are expected to foster a team environment that encourages trust, safety and 
respect between team members.  Hazing can destroy a positive team environment and may result in 
physical, emotional or psychological harm to individuals or a team. Hazing is a misdemeanor criminal 
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offense in the State of Washington.  Student-athletes are prohibited from participating in, encouraging 
or condoning any form of hazing.  Student-athletes should understand that hazing includes any act that, 
as a condition for being a member of the group, endangers the mental or physical health or safety of an 
individual, causes personal degradation or humiliation, or damages/destroys public or private property.  
Some examples of hazing include forced physical contact or exercise; sleep deprivation; public 
humiliation; forced consumption of food, drink or other substances; indecent exposure; personal 
servitude; forced acts that are illegal or unethical. 
 

 Recruiting: Responsible recruiting helps attract outstanding student-athletes who will continue the 
University of Washington tradition of academic and athletic achievement.  Student-athletes who 
participate in recruiting activities must act with the highest standards of behavior in all aspects of the 
recruiting process.  This is especially important with unofficial and official visits by prospective student-
athletes. Student-athletes are expected to know and follow at all times the NCAA recruiting rules and 
the Athletics Department’s Recruiting & Official Visits Policy.  Examples of violations of the Recruiting & 
Official Visits include providing alcohol/drugs to prospects or encouraging the use of alcohol/drugs by 
prospects; using sex or any type of adult entertainment in recruiting; providing cash or impermissible 
benefits to prospects. 
 

 Internet/Social Networking: Almost anything a student-athlete posts on a social networking site may be 
viewed by others, and both the media and the general public are more likely to view the social 
networking profiles of student-athletes than the profiles of other students.  Information posted on these 
sites has the potential to influence the public’s view of the University and the Athletics Department and 
may jeopardize the personal welfare and safety of student-athletes.  As such, the Athletic Department 
monitor’s student-athletes’ public social media sites in order to protect the University of Washington 
and its students.  Student-athletes using social networking sites must do so responsibly, safely and in a 
manner consistent with the Athletics Department’s Student-Athlete Social Networking Policy.  

 
Sportsmanship & Athletic Responsibilities 

 
All student-athletes are obligated to represent themselves, their team, the Athletics Department, the University 
and their communities with the highest level of sportsmanship.  Members of the community, and especially 
young boys and girls, admire student-athletes and look up to them as examples.  Student-athletes must conduct 
themselves according to the following ideas and principles:  

 

 Treat teammates, opponents, coaches, officials, media and fans with respect, fairness, civility and 
courtesy. 
 

 Accept victory humbly and without boasting; 
 

 Accept defeat graciously and without complaint; 
 

 Take advantage of opportunities to develop oneself as a skilled competitor; train hard and strive for the 
highest degree of athletic achievement; 
 

 Exert maximum effort within the rules of the game; 
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 Maintain self-control in both language and action; 
 

 Admire earnest effort made fairly in pursuit of victory; 
 

 Never use the prospect of defeat as an excuse for unethical or unsportsmanlike behavior; and 
 

 Accept the role of a public figure and embrace that role to set a positive example for others. 
  

Disciplinary Process 
 
Violations of the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct will be handled on a case-by-case basis, and the discipline 
imposed for a violation shall depend on the specific facts and circumstances of each case.  The discipline 
process administered by the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics is separate and supplemental to the 
University’s discipline process.  Possible sanctions by the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics include 
warnings, reprimands, mandatory counseling, community service, probation, suspension from team activities, 
dismissal from the team, and revocation/reduction/non-renewal of athletically-related financial aid.   
 
When a student-athlete has been arrested or charged with a violation of criminal law, the student-athlete will 
be placed on administrative suspension from all team activities pending further investigation.  If the alleged 
criminal activity would constitute a misdemeanor offense, the head coach may lift the administrative 
suspension after obtaining the approval of the sport administrator. If the alleged criminal activity would 
constitute a felony, the administrative suspension may be lifted only upon authorization of the Director of 
Athletics. 
 
Coaches and all Athletics Department staff have a duty to report immediately any known or suspected 
violations of the Student-Athlete Code of Conduct to the Director of Athletics or the appropriate sport 
administrator.  If the violation has any potential to violate the University’s Student Code of Conduct or 
otherwise falls under the jurisdiction of the Office of Student Affairs, the Director of Athletics or sport 
administrator shall inform the Vice President and Vice Provost for Student Affairs as soon as possible.   
 
The sport administrator shall be responsible for investigating promptly any alleged violation.  A meeting with 
the student-athlete ordinarily will occur before any discipline is imposed, but in extenuating circumstances, the 
sport administrator may suspend the student-athlete before the meeting.  A student-athlete’s refusal to 
participate and cooperate in an investigation of a possible violation of this Student-Athlete Code of Conduct 
may itself constitute a basis for disciplinary action.  Upon completion of the investigation the sport 
administrator shall determine, based on a preponderance of the evidence, whether a violation of this Student-
Athlete Code of Conduct has taken place.  The sport administrator shall decide the appropriate disciplinary 
action and shall inform the student-athlete, the head coach and the Director of Athletics of the sanctions 
imposed.   
 
If the student-athlete disagrees with the decision or the severity of the sanctions, the student-athlete may 
submit a written appeal to the Director of Athletics.  The Director of Athletics shall review the written appeal 
and conduct a meeting with the student-athlete, the head coach and the sport administrator.  Whenever 
possible, the student-athlete shall attend the meeting in-person, but a telephone conference may occur if 
necessary.  The Director of Athletics shall render a final decision after the meeting, and there shall be no further 
right to appeal.   
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[Note: Student-athletes have the right under the Athletics Department’s Grievance Policy to contact the 
Ombudsman if a student-athlete feels that he or she is being discriminated against or otherwise treated unfairly 
or unlawfully.]    
 

*********************************************** 
 
Links to policies referenced in this Student-Athlete Code of Conduct 
 
The University of Washington Student Code of Conduct : http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=478-
120. 
                         
The Student-Athlete Handbook: 
http://grfx.cstv.com/photos/schools/wash/genrel/auto_pdf/2011-12/misc_non_event/12sa-handbook.pdf 
 
The Substance Abuse Education and Prevention Policy: http://www.gohuskies.com/ot/compliance-home.html 
 
The Gambling Policy:  http://www.gohuskies.com/ot/compliance-home.html 
 
The Recruiting and Official Visits Policy:  http://www.gohuskies.com/ot/compliance-home.html 
 
The Social Networking Policy:  http://www.gohuskies.com/ot/compliance-home.html 
 
The Grievance Policy may be found at the following web address: http://www.gohuskies.com/ot/compliance-
home.html 
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