
PLEASE REMEMBER...
ASK BEFORE YOU ACT!

If you have any questions regarding NCAA rules, 
Pac-12 Conference rules or the University’s 

compliance program, please contact:

University of Washington
Department of Intercollegiate Athletics

Box 354070
Seattle, Washington 98195

www.gohuskies.com
Phone: 206-543-0981

Fax: 206-543-2200

Main Athletic Department Number: 
206-543-2210

Ticket Office:
206-543-2200

Pacific-12 Conference
www.pac-12.org

NCAA:
www.ncaa.org
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A MESSAGE FROM 
THE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR

Dear Husky Fans and Supporters:

Compliance with NCAA and Pac-12 Conference rules is one 
of the highest priorities for the University of Washington and 
our athletics program. As a member of the NCAA and Pac-12 
Conference, UW is responsible for ensuring that its faculty, 
staff, coaches, student-athletes, alumni and friends abide by all 
applicable rules and regulations.

This brochure is designed to be a quick reference to the many 
NCAA rules that apply to our supporters. Please take a moment 
to read this brochure and familiarize yourself with some of 
the rules governing UW Athletics. Since this brochure cannot 
cover all possible situations, please contact the Compliance 
Office if you have any questions or concerns before you act. 
We appreciate your interest and support, but please be aware 
that even the most inadvertent and well-intentioned activity or 
inactivity has the potential to violate NCAA rules and jeopardize 
the eligibility of enrolled and prospective Husky student-
athletes.

The University of Washington is proud and grateful to have your 
loyal support and continued interest in our athletics program. 
As we strive for excellence on and off the field, we must 
always seek the highest standard of ethical conduct. With your 
assistance and cooperation, we believe we can accomplish both
of these goals.

Scott Woodward
Athletic Director
University of Washington
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WHO IS A “REPRESENTATIVE 
OF UW’S ATHLETIC 
INTERESTS”?

Under NCAA rules, a representative of athletics interests (more 
commonly referred to as a booster) is any individual, agency or 
corporate entity who has:

 promoting UW’s athletics programs (e.g., Tyee Club,  
 former student-athlete);

 department or any of its athletic interest clubs;

 staff to assist in the recruitment of prospective   
 student-athletes;

 athletes or their families; or

 
Once an individual or entity becomes a booster or representative 
of athletics interests, that identity is retained indefinitely, even 
if involvement with the athletics program ceases.
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WHO IS A PROSPECTIVE 
STUDENT-ATHLETE?

A prospective student-athlete (prospect) is any individual who 
has begun classes for the ninth grade, regardless of his or her 
athletic participation. It is possible for younger students to be 
prospects if UW provides the individual with financial assistance 
or other benefits that are not provided to prospective students 
generally.
 
A prospective student-athlete remains a prospect even after 
he or she signs a National Letter of Intent (NLI) or accepts an 
offer of financial aid to attend UW. For purposes of NCAA rules, 
a prospective student-athlete retains prospect status until he 
or she reports for the first day of classes in college, including 
summer term courses before initial enrollment, or the first 
organized practice session, whichever occurs first.
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WHAT BOOSTERS MAY DO 
WITH PROSPECTS

Under NCAA rules, boosters MAY:

A booster may attend a prospect’s event (e.g., banquet, 
high school game), provided the booster does NOT contact 
the prospect or the prospect’s parents or relatives.

 have a pre-established relationship.
A booster may continue to have normal interaction,   

          provided such contacts are not made for recruiting 
purposes and are not arranged by UW’s coaching staff.

A booster may arrange employment for a prospect, 
provided the employment does not begin prior to the 
completion of his or her senior year. Compensation 
must be based on actual work performed and at a rate 
commensurate with the going rate in that locale for 
similar services. It is not permissible to provide any 
benefits to a prospect (e.g., transportation, meals) unless 
the same benefits are provided to all other employees. 

 to UW athletic teams.
A booster may provide the UW coaching staff with a 
prospect’s name and other basic information (e.g., name of 
high school attended, position and sport played).
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WHAT BOOSTERS MAY NOT 
DO WITH PROSPECTS
Under NCAA rules, boosters may NOT:

 prospects in any way.



UNAVOIDABLE INCIDENTAL 
CONTACT WITH A PROSPECT

Circumstances may arise in which contact between a booster 
and a prospect is unavoidable. Such contact is not a violation 
of NCAA rules provided the contact: (i) is not prearranged by 
the booster; (ii) does not occur at the prospect’s school or at 
the site of a competition or practice; (iii) is not made for the 
purpose of recruitment; and (iv) is incidental and involves 
only normal civility. 
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As a general rule, only coaches can be involved in the 
recruiting process. A booster is prohibited from having 
any contact with a prospect or a prospect’s family at any 
location. This rule prohibits not only in-person contact 
but also contact by any other means (e.g., phone, e-mail, 
internet chat room, text message, social media [Facebook 
and Twitter], etc).   

 attempt to evaluate a prospect.

 friends to receive money or financial aid of any kind including   
 loans.

 friends.

 benefit of any kind, including clothing, free or reduced cost 
 housing, use of a car, equipment, apparel, tickets, meals and 
 transportation.

 coach.



WHO IS AN ENROLLED 
STUDENT-ATHLETE?

An individual becomes an enrolled student-athlete, and no 
longer a prospect, upon his or her first participation in official 
practice activities or attendance at the first day of classes at 
UW during the summer or regular academic year, whichever 
occurs first. The individual retains the status of enrolled 
student-athlete for as long as he or she remains a member of a 
team while attending UW as a full-time student.
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WHAT BOOSTERS MAY DO 
WITH ENROLLED 
STUDENT-ATHLETES
Under NCAA rules, boosters MAY:

A booster may provide an enrolled student-athlete or an 
entire team with an occasional home meal. The occasional 
meal must:

– Take place in the locale of UW;
– Be provided in the booster’s home (i.e., no 

 restaurants);
– Be restricted to infrequent or special occasions (e.g.,  

one per quarter);
– Be reported to the Compliance Office before the 

 meal occurs. 

catered. Also, local transportation to attend the meal 
may be provided to the enrolled student-athletes, but 
only by the institution or the booster who is hosting 
the meal.   

A booster may employ an enrolled student-athlete during 
the summer or the academic year, provided the student-
athlete:

– Is compensated only for work actually performed at 
 the going rate in that locale for similar services;

– Is not hired based on publicity, reputation or fame 
obtained due to athletics ability;

– Is not provided with any benefits not enjoyed by all 
other employees; and

– Completes and submits the work approval form to 
 the Compliance Office.

The rules that preclude a booster from having any contact 



 with a prospect do not apply to enrolled student-athletes. 
It is permissible for a booster to speak with an enrolled 
student-athlete before or after a game, at a banquet or at 
any other location.

A booster may contribute money to an athletics team, 
provided the funds benefit the team in general and are not 
earmarked for a particular student-athlete. In addition, a 
booster may make donations in-kind for the benefit of a 
team (e.g., equipment, practice/competition apparel). 

Fa
ns

 &
 F

rie
nd

s 
Gu

id
e

8



WHAT BOOSTERS MAY NOT 
DO WITH ENROLLED 
STUDENT-ATHLETES
Under NCAA rules, boosters may NOT:

the student-athlete’s relatives or friends any benefits or 
special arrangements which are not expressly authorized by 
NCAA rules, unless such benefits are generally available to 
all UW students and their relatives or friends.

The list of impermissible benefits for enrolled student-            
           athletes includes, but is not limited to:

 – Providing cash or loans of any amount, or co-signing 
    for a loan;

 – Providing gifts of any kind (e.g. birthday, holiday);
 – Providing free or reduced-cost housing;
 – Providing meals (except for occasional home meals 
    as noted above), clothing, transportation or the use of 
    an automobile;
 – Providing special discounts for goods or services; 
 – Providing an honorarium for a speaking engagement;
 – Providing payment for a UW event ticket; and
 – Providing payment for autographs.

NCAA rules do not permit a student-athletes name, picture 
or appearance to be used to advertise, recommend or 
promote the sale or use of a commercial product or service 
of any kind. 
Under certain specified conditions, however, a student-
athlete may be involved in charitable, educational and 
non-profit promotional activities. Any such activities require 
the prior approval of the Athletics Department. If you would 
like a UW student-athlete to be involved in a community 
service program, please contact the Compliance Office at 
206-543-0981.
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F.A.Q.s ON PROSPECTS 
AND ENROLLED STUDENT-
ATHLETES
Q:
A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Q:

A:

Is UW responsible for the acts of its boosters?
Yes. If a booster violates an NCAA rule, it is considered a 
violation by UW.

Can a booster occasionally provide awards or gifts 
directly to a particular student-athlete for his or her 
performance?
No. All awards must conform to NCAA regulations, be 
approved by UW and be provided by UW or an authorized 
entity.

What should a booster do if he or she is contacted 
by a prospect about UW athletics?
The booster should refer all questions about UW’s 
athletics program to the coaches and athletics 
department staff.

What sanctions could be imposed if a booster 
violates NCAA rules?
Boosters who violate NCAA rules are subject to losing 
benefits and privileges. The NCAA Committee on 
Infractions has processed cases in which penalties 
included disassociation of the offending booster and the 
loss of season ticket privileges. In addition, the involved 
prospect or enrolled student-athlete could be ruled 
ineligible for athletics competition. Additional penalties 
could be assessed against the University as well.

May a booster provide benefits to a student-
athlete after he or she has exhausted eligibility or 
departed UW?
As a general rule, once an individual becomes a student-
athlete, the individual retains that status indefinitely. 
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It is not permissible for a booster to provide material 
benefits to a former student-athlete just because he or 
she has exhausted eligibility or departed UW. The same 
rules regarding extra benefits still apply. Again, however, 
it is permissible for a booster to provide legitimate 
employment to a former student-athlete.

What action should a booster take if he or she 
becomes aware of an NCAA rules violation?
The booster should contact the Compliance Office or the 
Director of Athletics to report all information pertinent 
to the violation. The Compliance Office will review 
the information reported, conduct an investigation 
and, if necessary, report a violation to the Pac-12 
Conference and the NCAA. The individual reporting 
the violation is encouraged to provide his or her name, 
contact information and as much detailed information 
as possible. However, violations that are reported 
anonymously will be treated seriously and will be 
investigated as thoroughly as possible.

Q:

A:
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FINAL REMARKS

The University of Washington is committed to the principal of 
institutional control in operating its athletics program in a manner 
that is consistent with the letter and spirit of the NCAA, Pac-12 
Conference and University rules and regulations. We need your 
assistance in making sure these rules are upheld.

If and when you are faced with a situation and are unsure how to 
respond, we urge you to contact the Compliance Office in order to 
avoid doing anything that could jeopardize a prospect’s or student-
athlete’s eligibility to participate in intercollegiate athletics.
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