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PRESIDENT MARK EMMERT DIRECTOR OF ATHLETICS TODD TURNER
William “Todd” Turner was named director of 

intercollegiate athletics at the University of Washington 
on June 19, 2004. The 54-year-old Turner is the 15th 
athletic director in Washington’s history. 

A veteran of 28 years as an athletic administrator, 
Washington is the fourth university where Turner has 
served as athletic director. He came to the UW after 
directing Vanderbilt’s athletic program for the previous 
seven years. His position was dissolved in 2003 when the 
department was placed under the direction of the Office 
of Student Athletics, Recreation and Wellness.

Turner previously held the position of athletic director at North Carolina State and 
of Connecticut. He also worked in athletic administration at Virginia.

As the athletic director at Washington, Turner oversees one of the nation’s most 
successful athletic programs. In his first year alone, two Husky teams won Pac-10 
titles, while five UW coaches were named Pac-10 Coach of the Year. In addition, 12 
of UW’s 23 intercollegiate teams finished among the top-16 in the nation, and two 
Husky individuals won NCAA titles. 

The UW athletic program finished 13th in the 2004-05 United States Sports Academy’s 
Directors’ Cup rankings. It includes 23 sport programs with a $39.5 million annual budget. 
Approximately 650 student-athletes compete for Washington’s athletic teams, while 
the department includes a staff of 160. In the most recent NCAA graduation report, 
Washington student-athletes graduated at 70 percent, above the national average for  
Division I institutions and equal to the graduation rate for all UW students.

A 1976 graduate of the Ohio University Sports Administration program, Turner 
received a Bachelor of Arts degree in religion from the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill in 1973. He earned the Ohio University Graduate School’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 1993. 

Turner, a native of Raleigh, N.C., is married to the former Sara Newbold, also of 
Raleigh. They have four children: Kate, 25; Allison, 21; Molly, 18; and Drew, 15.

KEY ATHLETICS ADMINISTRATORS

Mark Emmert became the 30th president of the University of 
Washington on June 14, 2004. Emmert, 52, had been chancellor 
of Louisiana State University since April 1999. Before that, he 
served five years as chancellor and provost at the University 
of Connecticut.

Emmert holds doctoral and master’s degrees in public 
administration from the Maxwell School of Syracuse University, 
and a bachelor’s degree in political science from the University 
of Washington. He is a native of Fife.

At LSU, Emmert developed the National Flagship Agenda: 
2003-2010, which aims to increase the University’s research and 

scholarly productivity while enhancing the quality and competitiveness of undergraduate and 
graduate students. The strategy was designed to place LSU among the finest public universities 
in the United States, and to support the state of Louisiana’s economic development.

At UConn, Emmert played a critical role in implementing the university’s strategic plan, 
which included enhancing the institution’s academic standing, increasing endowment support 
and strengthening education.

Before assuming the chancellorship at UConn, Emmert served as provost and vice president 
for academic affairs at Montana State University. He also held faculty and administrative 
positions at the University of Colorado.

Emmert has been an American Council on Education Fellow and a J.W. Fulbright 
Administrative Fellow. He also participated in a J.W. Fulbright Administrative Seminar in 
the former East Germany in 1994.

He is married to DeLaine S. Emmert. They have two children, Jennifer, 19, and Steve, 25.

SENIOR ASSOCIATE ATHLETIC DIRECTOR
MARIE TUITE

Marie Tuite enters her 12th year as Senior Associate Athletic 
Director for Sports Programs and Student Services in 2005. She 
is also Washington’s Senior Women’s Administrator. During 
her first 11 years at Washington, the Huskies have enjoyed a 
tremendous amount of success.  

Since her arrival at the UW , the Huskies have steadily 
improved in postseason appearances. In 1994-95, 15 of Wash-
ington’s teams were represented in postseason competition. 
That number rose to 17 in 1995-96. In 1996-97 all 23 programs 
qualified or sent representatives to postseason play, and in 2000, 
five Husky teams earned Pac-10 Championships.

Tuite, a native of Livonia, Mich., joined the Husky staff after serving as the Assistant 
Director of Championships for the National Collegiate Athletic Association since 1989. She 
was a liaison for the NCAA’s sports committees in the administration and conduct of various 
championships. Her duties included working with host institutions, coordinating corporate 
sponsor programs, merchandising and promotions.

During her tenure at the NCAA, Tuite oversaw the administration of the Division I men’s 
soccer championship, the Division I men’s volleyball championship, the Division I women’s 
gymnastics championship, the Division I women’s softball College World Series and the 40-
team Division III men’s basketball championship. She also worked with the NCAA Division I 
women’s lacrosse championship and the Division I swimming and diving championship.

Tuite is no stranger to the Pac-10 Conference. She served as the assistant women’s athletic 
director at California from 1984-89. Her responsibilities included managing, developing 
and controlling fiscal policies for the department; supervising capital construction projects; 
management of home athletic events; supervision of the business office and support staff 
and insuring department compliance with university, NCAA and conference policies and 
procedures.

In 2001, Tuite began her five-year term of service as a member of the NCAA Division 
I Women’s Basketball Committee. She is responsible for the organization and administra-
tion of the Pac-10 Conference Women’s Basketball Tournament, and serves on the Senior 
Women’s Television Committee.

A 1975 graduate of Central Michigan with a bachelor of science in physical education, 
Tuite lettered for the Chippewas in basketball and field hockey. In 1981 she earned her master 
of arts degree in athletic administration from Central Michigan. Tuite was inducted into the 
Central Michigan Hall of Fame in 1990. Tuite has two sons, Josh (12) and Jake (10).

EXECUTIVE ASSOCIATE ATHLETIC DIR. JEFF COMPHER
Jeff Compher enters his second year as UW’s Execu-

tive Associate Athletic Director. Compher serves as the 
general manager for the Husky athletic department, 
coordinating the daily administrative operations of 
the department with special emphasis on the football, 
men’s basketball and women’s basketball programs, 
as well as the administrative operations that support 
those teams.

Compher also helps to develop long-range and annual 
operating plans, and chairs the senior management team, 
overseeing the operation of all senior managers.

Prior to coming to Washington, Compher spent the previous four years as director 
of athletics at Western Carolina University, overseeing a department of 15 intercol-
legiate athletic programs and 300 student-athletes.

Compher initiated several major programs that significantly improved Western 
Carolina’s overall program. During his tenure, the Catamounts built and renovated 
facilities totalling nearly $15 million. He developed a private sports medicine partnership, 
created a former student-athlete organization and started a successful CHAMPS/Life 
Skills program. Compher developed and implemented a five-year strategic plan and 
led Western through the NCAA Certification process.

Compher worked with Todd Turner at Vanderbilt from 1996-2000. From 1998 to 
2000, he served as senior associate director of athletics. He was responsible for all 
external components within the athletic department, including annual giving, media 
relations, marketing and promotions, corporate sponsorship sales, radio and television 
properties and broadcast rights and ticket sales.

Compher began his career as an assistant athletic director at North Carolina 
State from 1986 to 1992. He later worked at N.C. State Chancellor’s office from 
1993 to 1996.

Compher, 47, earned his bachelor of science in psychology from James Madison in 
1980. He graduated from Shippensburg (Pa.) in 1982 with a master of science degree 
in counselling and student personnel services. He and his wife, Cathy, have two sons, 
C.J. and David. Compher is a native of Baltimore.
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UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON ALUMNI
Notable Husky Alumni

Fran Bigelow ‘65, founder, Fran’s Chocolates
Mark Brunell ’93, NFL Quarterback

Dyan Cannon ’72, Actress
Edward E. Carlson ’32, CEO, United Airlines

Dale Chihuly ’65, Artist
Beverly Cleary ’39, Author

Charles Cross ‘81, Editor “The Rocket”
Norm Dicks ’63, U.S. House of Representatives

Patrick Duffy ’71, Actor, “Dallas”, “Step by Step”
Bonnie Dunbar ’71, Astronaut

James Edwards ’70, Longtime NBA Center
Dan Evans ’48, Washington Gov. and U.S. Sen.

John Fabain ’74, Astronaut
Anna Faris, actress “Scary Movie”, “Lost in Translation”

Thomas Foley ’51, former Speaker of the House
Booth Gardner ’58, former governor of Washington

Richard Gordon, Astronaut
Kenny “G” Gorelick ’78, Jazz Musician

David Guterson ‘78 & ’82, Author “Snow Falling on Cedars”
Don Heinrich ’63, NFL Quarterback

William B. Hutchinson ’32, Surgeon and founder of Fred Hutchin-
son Cancer Research Center

Richard Karn ’79, Actor, “Home Improvement”
Kitty Kelly, Author

Hank Ketcham, Cartoonist, “Dennis the Menace”
Jim Lambright ’65, Former UW Head Football Coach

Bruce Lee, Actor, martial arts legend
Kyle MacLachlan ’82, Actor “Twin Peaks”, “Sex & The City”

Hugh McElhenny ’52, NFL Hall of Famer
Joel McHale, ‘95, actor and TV host of E!’s “The Soup”

Warren Moon ’78, Longtime NFL Quarterback
Pamela Reed ’75, Actress, “Kindergarten Cop”, “The Right Stuff”

Bob Sapp ‘97, actor and martial arts superstar
Detlef Schrempf ’88, former NBA All-Star

Sonny Sixkiller ’74, TV Commentator
Julia Sweeney, Actress, “Saturday Night Live”

Kim Thayil ’85, Lead Guitarist, Soundgarden
Robb Weller ’72, Actor, TV Host

Dawn Wells ’60, Actress, “Gilligan’s Island”

Pictured here are (from upper left, down and to up-
per right): Bob Sapp, actor and international martial 

arts superstar; Karsten Solheim, manufacturer of 
Ping Golf Clubs; Bruce Lee, actor; Andrew Brimmer, 

first African American on Federal Reserve Board 
of Governors; Richard Gordon, Apollo 12 astronaut; 
Kenny G, saxophonist; Anna Faris, actress; Dawn 
Wells (far right) actress; Richard Karn, actor; Ann 
Rule, author; Joel McHale, television host; Patrick 

Duffy, actor; Kyle MacLachan, actor; Gregory 
“Pappy” Boyington, WWII fighter ace; Tom Foley, 

Speaker of the House; Bonnie Dunbar and Michael 
Anderson, astronauts.
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WASHINGTON’S ATHLETIC HIGHLIGHTS
The last decade or so has been the most suc-
cessful stretch ever in Washington athletics 
history as each of the 23 programs in the 
department have fielded successful teams and 
many have reached the highest points in their 
teams’ history. Last year (2004-05), the UW 
finished 11th in the nation in the Director’s Cup 
Standings, a ranking that judges an athletic 
department’s overall success.

Here’s a look at the recent success of the 
University of Washington teams.

★ Volleyball team wins 2005 NCAA National 
Championship ... made back-to-back Final 
Four appearances in 2004 and 2005 ... 2005 
and 2004 Pac-10 Champions ... Seven total 
All-Americans in 2005 and 2004.

★ Volleyball team ranked No. 1 much of 2004 
... Volleyball coach Jim McLaughlin named 
national Coach of the Year in2 004. 

★ 1997, 1998 and 2001 NCAA Women’s Crew 
national champions and runner-up in 1999, 
2000, 2002 ... has finished in the top 10 in 
all nine NCAA championships ever.

★ Softball team advanced to College World 
Series in seven of last 11 seasons and to 
the regionals in 13 in a row; finished as 
national runner-up in 1996 and 1999.

★ 1996 and 2000 Pacific-10 Conference 
softball champions.

★ Men’s and Women’s Soccer both won Pac-
10 Championship in 2000.

★ NCAA Men’s Soccer Tournament in nine of 
the last 10 seasons; NCAA No. 1 seed in 
1996.

★ NCAA Women’s Soccer Tournament in 
1994, 1995, 1996, 1998, 2000, 2001 and 
2003, 2004 ... Pac-10 player of the Year in 
2001, 2003 and 2004 ... NCAA Elite Eight in 
2004.

★ 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2005 NCAA Men’s 
Tennis Round of 16 and second round in 
2004; NCAA team participant in each of 
last 11 seasons; NCAA individual semifinal-
ist in 1998 and 2003.

★ NCAA Women’s Tennis Regional participant 
in each of last nine seasons; NCAA Round 
of Eight in 2001 and 2004; 11 individual 
All-Americans in last six seasons.

★ Men’s and Women’s Tennis both ranked in 
top 25 the last five years.

★ 1997 Men’s Intercollegiate Rowing As-
sociation national champions and 1998 
runner-up. Freshmen national champions 
in 2001 and 2002, varsity four champs in 
2002, 2004 and 2005 and junior varsity 
eight champions in 2004 and 2005.

★ Men’s golf finished third at 2005 NCAA 
Championships (highest ever) and had 
national individiual champion in 2005.

★ NCAA Men’s Golf Championships partici-
pant the last six seasons ... 4th in NCAA in 
2001, 11th in 2002, sixth in 2004.

★ NCAA Women’s Golf Championships par-
ticipant each of last eighth years; 16th in 
the nation in 2001, 20th in 2002, best-ever 
sixth place in 2004, 14th in 2004

★ 1998 NCAA Gymnastics Regional cham-
pions; 1997 & 1998 NCAA team cham-
pionships ... gymnasts have competed in 
postseason 24 straight seasons.

★ 2005 No. 1 seed in NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament ... 1998 NCAA Men’s Tourna-
ment “Sweet 16” and 1999 tournament ap-
pearance ... second-place finish in Pac-10 in 
2004, when team made NCAA tournament 
... won 2005 Pac-10 Tournament champion-
ship.

★ NCAA Women’s Basketball Championship 
participant, 1997, 1998, 2001 and 2003.

2005 NCAA pole vault champion
Kate Soma

Volleyball coach Jim McLaughlin led 
the Huskies to the 2005 NCAA title


