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Steve Sarkisian Quotes 
 
Opening Statement 
Well it’s good to be home. I thought our kids showed again, the mental toughness 
that it takes to be a really good football program. Games aren’t always going to go 
the way you envisioned them or draw them up and obviously the start of the 
football game for us was not designed by any means by us. A face mask penalty on 
the punt just getting them the ball back and a block in the kickoff returns by a couple 
of young kids that are still learning. To fall down 10-0 and not to panic and go down 
and get a field goal to kind of stop the bleeding and still not to panic and then we 
started to play. I thought we started to play better, and better, and better as the 
game went on, on both sides of the ball. 
 
On the combined team effort 
Jermaine Kearse had a fantastic outing tonight. I thought Jake Locker had a 
tremendous ball game as well. Chris Polk, Jesse Callier, Devin Aguilar on offense 
were all great. It was great to get Erik Kohler and Colin Porter playing snaps, 
although poor Erik Kohler’s first snap of offensive football was a false start, so we 
have something on him for the next four years. I thought all-in-all our offense went 
well. After the 10 points we gave them, our defense really set the tone for the game 
and getting the ball back to the offense. I thought our defensive line played well. I 
thought our corners played well. It felt like Mason Foster was flying around again 
tonight. All-in-all it’s a good win against a team that is much improved team. They 
have great coaches and we are very happy to get the win and we will enjoy it for 24 
hours. 
 
On Jermaine Kearse’s big night 
One of the big things for Jermaine (Kearse) coming into the year was yards after the 
catch. That’s something we have been working on since spring ball and in training 
camp and how that showed up tonight, I mean everything he was doing was after 
the catch. That shows to the coaching of Jimmie Dougherty at that position to work 
on something specific. Jermaine took to the coaching and really excelled. I’m really 
happy for him.” 
 
On bouncing back from Syracuse’s 10-0 start 
I don’t worry about what happened in the past, we just go. We learn from the past 
and take it with us but we just go. I just wanted us to settle down. Once we settled 
down I knew we would be ok. I was proud of our guys for not panicking.” 
 
On what helped the Huskies rebound 
I thought what really broke the ice was the first play in the second half. In last 
week’s game, what we had to learn was to bring out energy and our emotion to the 



third quarter. And yes we did some things in the first half and the game was back 
and forth. But the first play of the second half I think kept our team alive. Last week 
we came out and had the penalty and the punt and the third quarter swung in BYU’s 
direction, but I thought tonight that play was indicative of what we were going to do 
in the second half. We were still going to play with the same intensity, the same 
energy, the same passion that we are capable of playing. 
 
On Syracuse’s end of first-half strategy 
I don’t think their plan (Syracuse) was for the clock to run out on them the way it 
did at the end of the first half. I think they were trying to get a few more yards so 
they could kick the field goal and the way it turned out we got a nice pass rush on 
them, the ball moved around and the time ran out on the. I don’t think that was their 
plan by any means. 
 
On the early special-teams issues 
Our young guys are still understanding how to back returns and seeing which way 
the ball is going. We have to continue to grow off of the film. We have a lot of good 
kids out there that are really good athletes and that continue to improve week after 
week, after week on special teams. We have to understand that part of it. It’s not just 
about running down fast, its understanding what type of return it is and fitting the 
return up. 
 
 
 
Freshman Safety Will Shamburger 
 
Key to this win 
“Just being able to work as a team.  The defensive backs have to count on us 
[Safeties] to make sure nobody gets deep, and we have to count on the linebackers 
to make sure they make the tackles.  Then the D lineman getting off of the ball, and 
making sure to contain the quarterback. The coaches had a great game plan.  They 
new exactly what was going to happen in the game.” 
 
Difference between the BYU game and Syracuse game 
“I think that last week we had enough effort.  We weren’t used to the heat and 
humidity up in Utah, and I think made a difference, but I mean we definitely played 
with effort last week and this week.  We capitalized on our opportunities this week.” 
 
Senior Offensive Lineman Gregory Christine  
 
Ability to open up the run in the second half 
“It was just a different mind set in the second half.  We knew that we needed to get 
the run game going and we just clicked into that mindset and went with it.  Keeping 
that mindset and knowing that we can play in front of Husky stadium will be huge 
for us next week.” 
 



Junior Corner Quinton Richardson  
 
Playing at home  
“It feels wonderful especially after coming off of a major loss on the road last week.  
This was exactly what we needed to get ready for Nebraska next week.” 
 
Difference between the BYU and Syracuse games 
“We just played harder this week.  We played more as a team instead of individual 
players.  We were one unit this game.  That was the biggest factor today. We made 
good adjustments, we played hard, and we played fast.  Our defensive motto as 
defensive backs is that you can always count on us.  Nothing is going to get behind 
us and we are going to keep them from getting passing touchdowns.  We just played 
hard this game.” 
 
What to carry over to the Nebraska game  
“Coach [Sarkisian] made it clear.  We have to carry over the effort and keep things 
going.  It all starts tomorrow on our off day and then it rolls over to practice for the 
rest of the week.  We have to keep the momentum going and keep believing in 
ourselves.” 
 
Washington TB Jessie Callier 
 
On playing the first home game of his career at Husky Stadium 
Oh man it was great, I mean the crowd was live, the team did great, and we came out 
with the victory. 
 
On what sort of things did you guys do to succeed and how can you carry that 
into the next week? 
We just played great as a team and we stuck together and did our assignments and 
we played assigned football tonight so if we carry that over we should be pretty 
good. 
 
On how did the Huskies improve this week over last week? 
We actually executed and played with great effort. 
 
Washington WR D’Andre Goodwin 
 
On what’d you think of the first home game of the season? 
I love playing in front of the home crowd, they always show us great support and we 
make plays and do better so its always good to be at home 
 
On how did you feel the offense worked together as a unit? 
I feel like we executed well, we did a lot of good things. We had some mistakes out 
there so we’re going to go watch some film to help prepare for next week. 
 
On looking ahead, what sort of things do you need to improve for next week? 



I mean we had a turnover so we can work on that, no turnovers. We had a couple 
penalties that we should eliminate, so we have a lot of things we can improve on. 
 
 
Syracuse Coach Doug Marrone  
 
General thoughts on the game 
“Obviously I’m disappointed.  I made a poor decision early on.  I went for the touchdown 
with seven seconds left.  We had vertical routes in the end zone.  I thought we could 
score a touchdown and get some momentum going in with the lead, and they ruled it a 
fumble and we lost the time and we could’ve kicked a field goal.  So, that’s my fault.  And, 
other than that, I think, hats off to Washington.  They did a nice job, they made some 
plays, and I thought their quarterback played well.  We gave up some big plays and 
missed tackles.  Offensively, we had some chances to really score and separate and we 
didn’t take advantage of it.  I made some bad calls.  I made the toss-reverse in the red 
zone.  We wound up kicking a field goal, making it 10-0.  I could’ve just kept what we 
were doing, and it could’ve been 14-0.  I was trying to get to 14-0, trying to get to 17-0.  I 
was just trying to be aggressive.  That’s my nature when it comes to offense.  Defensively, 
I thought we were aggressive, but when we were in the positions to make the plays, we 
didn’t make the plays.  I think we’re going to be a good football team this year.  I think 
we’re going to have to work on attention to detail and it wasn’t going to be easy.  We 
knew that coming in, and we’re going to fight and scratch every day in practice, and we’ll 
fight and scratch every day in a game and we’ll be fine. “ 
 
On getting to/defending against Locker 
“They did a nice job scheme-wise, they were able to get things out there quick.  We 
looked like we were one step behind, but credit to them.  They had quick throws to the 
flat, quick stick routes, they had quick bubbles outside so they did a nice job.” 
 
On potentially upgraded opponent contributing to the loss 
 “I think we’ve gotten better, we’re always going to get better because we have so many 
young players, but the little details are going to take us over the top.  We’ve been saying 
that from the beginning, so we’re going to get better and better as the season goes along.  
It might not show up in the scores because of the competition and everything.  It’s really 
part of college football.  You look around college football and you see, this team only won 
by this or they lost by that, but four or five weeks into it, those teams are rolling and they 
become good football teams.  We have to be one of them.” 
 
Thoughts on Locker 
“I thought he was a good quarterback coming into the game and I think he’s a good 
quarterback coming out of the game.” 
 
Syracuse University 
Student-Athlete Quotes 
 
DE Chandler Jones 
 
On the difference between this week and last 
I can honestly say this is a better team.  Washington was a better team than Akron.  
Washington did an excellent job of executing all their plays today…I feel everyone gave 



100% but there’s always mistakes in a football game and we had a few mistakes.  
Washington did a good job of capitalizing on the mistakes we made. 
 
On Jake Locker and other standout players on the Washington offense 
Jake Locker is a great player…The wide receivers did a good job on the Washington 
squad.  They did a good job getting yards after the catch and that’s what hurt us the 
most. 
 
On their ability to get pressure on Locker 
We did a good job but I felt we could have done better.  The offensive coordinator did a 
good job of using three step drops with Jake Locker, getting the ball out quick made it 
hard for us to get to him. 
 
RB Delone Carter 
 
On the game 
We went out there, we got up on top real fast, then started making mistakes and lost the 
momentum. 
 
On their mistakes 
We made a lot of mistakes, and I felt like we got comfortable and that’s when the 
mistakes started to come. 
 
LB Doug Hogue 
 
On the game 
Washington played good.  I thought they came out with a good game plan for us.  A lot of 
times out there we shot ourselves in the foot. 
 
On Jake Locker 
He’s a good athlete.  He read the coverages and put the ball in the right spot, he did his 
thing. 
 
LB Derrell Smith 
 
On the game 
It’s not how you start, it’s how you finish.  We just gotta finish the game.  They did do a 
lot of good things in their offense, give credit to the offense and to their quarterback, he’s 
a good quarterback.  Hopefully we learn from the mistakes this game and move on to the 
next one. 
 
On what their mistakes were 
Just tackling, basically.  A couple of the plays that broke out were missed tackles, and 
they were able to score.  Just eliminate the missed tackles—I had a few myself, a couple 
other people had some—we just need to work on that and we’ll get better. 
 


