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Coach Sarkisian Quotes 
 
Well let’s start with giving them credit.  That’s a good football team that beat us today.  They’re well 
coached which is what we thought coming in.  They were physical, which we thought coming in.  And 
they were athletic and you have to give credit where credit is due.  Unfortunately we didn’t play the way I 
think we’re capable of playing and I’m not going to back off of that.  I know we’re a better football team 
than what we put on the field today in all three phases.  I know we can tackle better than that, I know we 
can throw the football better than that, I know we can protect the quarterback better than that.  So 
fortunately the non-conference schedule is over; those weren’t conference games.  We get a bye to one: 
kind of heal our wounds. We’re a little beat up right now.  Two, fix some of the problems we’re having, 
assess where we’re at, and then get back to work to get ready to play USC and start Pac-10 play.  It’s 
unfortunate today went the way it did because we’re better than that.  We need to find a way to maximize 
our potential and play to our potential. 

On Jake not progressing as he should: 

I think the first part of it is, this is the top pass defense in America.  Those guys are really good; they were 
good.  They’re playing with DBs all over the field.  They made plays on the ball that I haven’t seen in a 
while.  Their safeties are making plays on the ball and it was hard to get open and when we did I thought 
maybe Jake was pressing a little bit today.  Like I finally got it or I need it now I need to get this one and 
unfortunately we didn’t but I don’t know if we’re going to see a better secondary than we saw today and I 
don’t know if people are going to apply more pressure than Nebraska did today so I’m not putting it all on 
Jake’s progress and him becoming the quarterback I know he can be.  I’m going to put it on these guys 
played pretty good football today and unfortunately we didn’t play very good team football.   

On matching up physically: 

I was obviously encouraged by the first scoring drive by us, that we were really able to run the football, 
and move the ball by running the football and that gave me some encouragement offensively.  It was just 
hard to sustain as the game went on.  As we saw defensively, they just wore us down.  They did a good 
job.  They’re a big, physical team.  They stuck to their plan of really running the ball and they wore us 
down.   

On Jake Locker and the Nebraska defense: 

Yeah I felt there was potentially a little pressure today.  He was going against a great pass defense and I 
think he wanted to come out and play well like he does every week.  With that comes a little pressure but 
pressure’s natural.  Great athletes thrive on it.  They accept it, they love it.  I don’t think any differently of 
Jake.  I think the same way.  Can he play better than he played today?  Sure he can and he will throughout 
the season and we have to continue to work to put him in situations and give him opportunities to perform 
at a high level and to his capabilities. 

 



Husky Player Quotes 

Sophomore CB Desmond Trufant 

Toughest part of defending Nebraska’s offense  

“Nebraska runs a midline option, so they let some of the defensive linemen go through and then they read 
our defensive alignment.  It’s confusing to the front seven, and because their quarterback is elusive we 
had to account for him just as much as the running backs.  We gave up some big plays and that is what 
really killed us.  We just have to look at the film and get ready for USC in two weeks.” 

Keys for the bye week 

“I think we just need to work on doing things right consistently.  We have been doing things right for one 
or two plays, but then we give up a big play on third down.  We just have to do things consistently.  I 
think the effort was there today, but we are just too inconsistent.  We have to tackle better too.  We 
missed too many tackles today.  I think we will be all right.  We just need to work harder.” 

Redshirt Freshman TE Marlion Barnett 

Toughest part of working against Nebraska’s defense 

“I don’t want to take any credit away from their defense.  I mean their linebackers are athletic and they 
are good up front, but I think that a big part of the game is how we executed.  I mean our coaches gave us 
the schemes to win the game and we did everything we needed to in practice, but we just didn’t do a good 
job of executing in the game.  If we work on that we will be all right.” 

 

Senior FB Austin Sylvester  

On what things you can take away from today’s game 

“I think we can take away the confidence that we have of a good rushing attack. Right now we just have 
to have confidence in each other and fall back from this and learn from our mistakes and keep pushing 
forward and get ready for conference play.” 

On noticing the amount of Nebraska fans in the stadium 

“No not at all. I mean we’re used to it. We’re used to playing in loud places, we practice with speakers 
on, we practice with music playing to try to distract us, it wasn’t a big deal at all.” 

On what things Nebraska did well as a defense 

“I think they have a really strong defensive line. They played very hard, and their linebackers covered 
very well as well as their secondary. They have a good team and they played very hard. They deserve the 
credit that’s due.” 

 



Senior LB Victor Aiyewa  

On what things Nebraska did well as an offense 

“Primarily, the scheme that they run makes them a difficult team to play. Pretty much everybody could 
have trouble with that type of scheme so we just have to play sound defense and have good gap integrity 
so that scheme isn’t so hard to play against.”  

On what things need to be worked on in the off week 

“We just have to study the film and make sure everybody rests up. We need to get everybody healthy 
again. We have to figure out our mistakes and find out what we did good too. I think the freshman did 
pretty well, but we have to watch the film and see.” 

 

Nebraska Coach Bo Pelini Quotes 

His general thoughts on the game 

 “Coming into a hostile environment, I thought it was a good step for our football team.  I thought it’d be 
a nice test for us, going against a good football team on the road.  It’s a tough environment to play in and 
I thought our guys handled it well.  I thought it was a pretty full effort by our football team.  I liked their 
approach.  Like I just told them, there’s still a lot more out there for us, there’s still a lot for us to clean 
up.  We have a long way to go as a football team but this was a good step along the way.” 

On how his offense played in this game 

 “I thought we executed our game plan well, from start to finish, on the offense.  We have some things we 
need to clean up, still with a couple penalties, false starts, and things where we didn’t handle the noise as 
well as we need to.  Obviously, we laid the ball on the ground a couple times, about as many as we did 
last week.  Still, one’s too many.  But I thought, that really helped our football team to get off to a good 
start, get some momentum going, kind of helped them take the crowd out of it.” 

On what gave his team the advantage 

 “We mixed it up pretty good on them.  We just executed our game plan.  Our guys did well, I thought 
they covered well, I thought we had a good push up front.  For the most part, we kept them in the pocket, 
which was good because these are obviously really athletic guys.  I just thought our guys did a good job 
of playing their responsibilities and playing pretty good disciplined football.” 

On how it felt to have so many Nebraska fans come for the game 

“We talked to the players and said we need to make sure and thank those fans.  That was pretty special.  I 
don’t know how many we had here, probably 20-30,000 fans.  I heard a comment behind me on the first 
bus when we were coming in, when we saw all that red, as we were coming into the stadium, and they 
said ‘Is this a home game?’  That just goes to show you the kind of support we get.  It’s great.  It helps 
offset the Washington crowd which, man, it’s loud.  At the start of the football game, that place was loud.  



We’ve got great fans here and bringing that many people, I think, shows a statement about what Nebraska 
football is all about.” 

Nebraska Player Quotes 

QB Taylor Martinez 

On the crowd noise 

“I thought the crowd was going to be very loud, like it was, especially in like in our third series it was 
really loud and our players could barely hear us, it was really tough in the third series.” 

On nervousness before the game 

“They were asking me that in the first game.  I don’t get nervous before games, so they should probably 
stop asking me.  I don’t really care if it’s a home game or an away game, it it’s in a loud environment or 
not, it doesn’t really bother me.” 

On the final scoring drive of the first half 

“It was a great feeling that our offensive line did such a great job and Roy [Helu, Jr.] and Rex [Burkhead] 
did an awesome job running the ball.” 

 

DB DeJon Gomes 

On the defensive effort and containing Jake Locker 

“We’re real powerful guys, especially the back seven.  We work together so well, and I think we’re really 
gelling.  We knew we had this test on the road against what they say is a Heisman candidate or a number 
one overall pick, so we knew we had to be aggressive and take our shots.” 

On if they did anything different defensively 

“I mean we just do the same things we do each and every week.  We didn’t do anything too special, we 
kept the play calls pretty basic, and we just executed—I think that was a key thing.  Just going out 
knowing what responsibilities you have and doing it to the best of your abilities.” 

 

RB Rex Burkhead 

On the three 100-yard rushers for Nebraska 

“The offensive line did a tremendous job tonight.  They executed from the get-go, they prepared well all 
week, Coach Barney Cotton had them really going.” 

On the score to start the game 



“It was the momentum swing I guess…we definitely wanted to come out early, especially on the road, 
with the crowd environment and the loud noise.  I guess we just set the tone for the game.” 

On the key to the game for the offense 

“The offensive line—that was the key to the whole game.  They were opening up some tremendous holes, 
and they were just making our jobs easier.” 

On the scoring drive at the end of the first half 

“Going in to the possession we knew we were just going to run the ball, Coach Watson keyed that down 
from the press box that that was our goal for the drive, just really set the tempo for the run game.  The 
offensive line kind of got into a rhythm, and was really confident in the run game at the time, and was 
huge for us going into halftime.” 

 


