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Washington Head Coach Steve Sarkisian 
Opening Statement: 
I just want to say, first of all, how proud I am of our football team.  This has been, obviously, a long month for 
us.  We talked about ‘want to’ and our guys, every day, as hard as it’s been, have really brought it.  Not to take 
anything away from the Cougars, or that they didn’t deserve it, but I just felt like our guys deserved it.  They’ve 
worked so hard.  I couldn’t be more proud of our seniors, for them to go out the way they’ve gone out, from 
where their careers started to now, a 7-5 football team going into their second consecutive bowl game, they’ve 
been the catalyst for us to change the culture of this football program and the expectations of this football 
program.  I think it was a really fitting way for them to go out in the regular season.  I couldn’t be more proud 
of those guys.  I thought this was a hard-fought game.  Obviously, Washington State is an explosive offensive 
football team, with [Marquess] Wilson and [Jared] Karstetter and [Rickey] Galvin, we knew that coming in.  
For our defense to really step up and to get the quarterback pressure that we knew was going to be needed to be 
successful in this game, I thought that was a big impact.  Also, the efficiency for us to throw the football, they 
did a nice job defending the run.  I thought the keys were efficiency and throwing the ball.  Throwing the ball 
down the field was a key component to the game and then obviously, the blocked punt by [Thomas] Tutogi with 
[Jesse] Callier scoring, I thought those were some really key factors in the game.  But again, I couldn’t be more 
proud of our guys, and I can’t wait to figure out what bowl game we’re going to. 
 
On seven sacks for UW defense tonight: 
Well, I think we’ve been trying to dedicate ourselves to it, but we haven’t been able to get a game into the mode 
to where we can predict that the teams will be throwing the ball as much.  When you’re playing from behind, 
they can mix things up and you have to play more run defense.  When you can get ahead and force some things, 
[making them] throw the ball down the field, you can create some pressure, and we were able to do that tonight. 
 
On Keith Price: 
He’s an absolute stud.  Keith Price is a stud.  He’s a warrior, an amazing competitor.  He wasn’t healthy, and 
you could probably see that watching the game.  He wasn’t healthy, but we did our best to try to protect him and 
keep him in the pocket.  We tried to give him some things when we wanted to throw it down the field, to max 
protect, and when it was a quick game, to get the ball out.  It was an amazing season for a young man for whom 
there were so many expectations of who’s going to replace Jake [Locker] and all of that pressure.  To come into 
it, and to play the way he’s played, and to deal with some of the adversity [has been great].  It hasn’t always 
been easy and, as much as we’ve been struggling here in the last month, I think he has a little bit too.  I think it 
goes hand in hand and to come back tonight and have one of his best games of the season, I think, speaks 
volumes for him.  The reason he missed the series was because he got a cramp in his thumb, so we’ve seen it all 
physically throughout the year, and we’re learning how to deal with all that stuff.  But he’s a great competitor 
and a winner. 
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Husky Players 
 
WR Kevin Smith 
Your thoughts on the game? 
It was a good game.  We went out there and fought.  I think our defense did a good job and our offense did the same thing to help our 
D, and our D helped our O. 
 
Talk about how far you guys have come. 
We started out hot, then we slowed down, then we picked ourselves back up by the end of the season.  We finished the season real 
strong. 
 
How did the defense help you out? Anybody stand out? 
Josh Shirley really stood out today rushing the passer. Everette Thompson. Sean Parker breaking on the balls, he got an interception 
from [Desmond] Trufant. 
 
On beating the Cougars: 
It feels great, the Apple Cup is always a big game, and with it being a rivalry game it makes it even more intense, it was awesome. 
 
What went well as an offense? 
We all played together. We would all do what we could to drive down the field, and just wanted to score. We were clicking really well 
at times. 
 
On gaining momentum back in the second half: 
At halftime Coach just emphasized sticking to the game plan, we just needed to settle down and play our game. We came out in the 
second half and were ready to play. 
 
What needs to be done to prepare for the bowl game? 
We just need to keep playing as a team, and keep being ourselves. We just need to stay focused and do what we can to improve over 
the upcoming weeks. 
 
CB Quinton Richardson 
Your thoughts on the game? 
It was a good game playing against a great team. We just came out, executed on both sides of the ball. Every time we scored, we 
would just take a little breath and they would seem to keep coming right back, just like Wazzu does.  We just kind of out-manned 
them tonight, just kept playing football like we’re supposed to do. 
 
Did recent defensive struggles motivate you guys today? 
We don’t use that as a chip, we just know week in and week out that we have to prove everyone wrong, that we’re a good defense.  
That’s how we go, just keep playing and keep playing hard. 
 
What did Washington State do well? 
Just regular Washington State, man.  They’re always going to run the ball and they’re always going to pass the ball.  They did a good 
job both ways, running and throwing.  Tonight, the better team won. 
 
DB Sean Parker 
How does it feel to get a win in the Apple Cup? 
It’s a great win, it means a lot to the school and the rivalry itself, and to us as a team too. It feels great to go out and get a win.  
 
What did Coach say at halftime? 
He just told us we got to keep playing hard. Keep playing physical and keep pounding. He emphasized stops on defense and getting 
off the field on third downs.  
 
On the big plays: 



Those big plays were huge momentum changers, they were really crucial and it gave our offense a chance to go down and score. It 
means a lot to us as a team. 
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Washington State Head Coach Paul Wulff 
On the loss to UW 
It’s a tough loss. I thought our kids were ready to play. We came into a pretty tough environment and the crowd 
noise had an impact on us early in the game. They settled down a little bit and had more plays than we did. I 
thought it was a hard fought game. 
 
On QB Marshall Lobbestael 
He’s a fifth-year senior who stayed with the program and he’s so talented.  He could have left any time and I’m 
happy he hung in there. He stayed with this program to help us, and he’s done a lot of good in so many ways 
behind the scenes. A lot of people don’t understand; they underrate character and being a rock for your team. 
He did a heck of a job. 
 
On his future as WSU head coach 
I just want to say this is a young football team. We’ve done a hell of a job recruiting kids, and the football 
program has a bright future. That’s my job and I’ve been doing that. This team has a bright future in the game 
of football. We’re right on the cusp of being very good.  Not a lot of teams can go through three quarterbacks in 
a season and (possibly be) bowl eligible going into the last game. The quarterback situation is such a key role 
for any football team.  
 
On the decision to punt on the 4 and 1 in the third quarter 
I thought there was enough time on the 4th and 1. The field position wasn’t great and I thought there was enough 
time on the clock.  We would have given them good field position if we hadn’t. I knew we had three timeouts 
left so we were still in the game.  
 
On the trick play 
We just thought we had the play, and the receiver we tried to throw to fell down. And Marshall (Lobbestael) 
threw it to the second outlet late, and it was a tipped ball. 
 
On the slow start 
I think the crowd noise and the blocked punt was big, obviously. It gave them a touchdown. We needed to settle 
down. Marshall (Lobbestael) needed to settle down. There were a few issues there that caused us to miss some 
first downs.  Once he settled down in the second quarter he operated a lot better. 
 
On the UW touchdowns in the first half 
It was tough.  We kicked the ball off and had decent field position and converted a couple of key plays. They 
got it down there and it was a scramble. We rushed three and dropped eight and Keith Price spilled the ball out 
and lost contact with where the receiver was at.   
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Receiver Marquess Wilson 
What can you take from this game even though you lost? 
We can take a little bit from this.  You can take a little bit from everything.  We played our hearts out and we were able to 
execute in the second half and towards the end of the first half and seeing how we could do that and score whenever we 
want was a great momentum feeder. 
 
What do you need to do to take the next step offensively next year? 
Just being able to run the ball.  Just execute and run block and give the quarterback time.  That was one of the big factors 
in this game.  If we give the quarterback time we have more chances to get open. 
 
Has it been a challenge going through three quarterbacks this year? 
It’s not that big of a challenge.  We’ve gotten reps with them in practice all year.  It felt as if it was the same quarterback.  
They knew where to put the ball and knew what to do with it when the opportunity came around. 
 
Receiver Jared Karstetter 
How do you feel after the game? 
Bummed out.  We obviously wanted to win.  It was a tough loss; we just never really got ourselves over the hump.  That’s 
what happens sometimes.  
 
What are your thoughts now that your WSU career is over? 
One thing I’ll say is that I’ve got 70 guys that are part of my family now and we really take that to heart as Cougs that 
we’re a family.  That’s what everyone’s saying in there (in the locker room) so it’s nice to know that there are guys that 
have your back.  There’s no way I’d rather have it than to be a Coug and I’m proud of what I’ve done here and I hope 
those guys keep it rolling next year. 
 
Do you thing coach Wulff should come back next season? 
Yes.  The way he keeps the team’s spirit up, keeps guys fighting.  He wants to be here.  It’s not a stepping stone for him, 
he’s a Coug and he loves this place.  He’s a good coach and it just takes time. 
 
Punter Dan Wagner 
What happened on the blocked punt? 
I just tried to get it off.  I don’t really know.  My job is to punt it not to see the block.  All I know is that the guy was there.  
I thought I got it off at the right time, unfortunately it got blocked.   I think they just made a great play and got in there.  
We made a great play later and blocked one of their punts.  Unfortunately mine went backwards and theirs went forward.  
That’s just the way the ball bounces. 
 


