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Head Coach Steve Sarkisian 
Opening Statement: 
I am proud of our team for finding a way to win. It was not an easy game and we knew it was not 
going to be an easy game coming in. Arizona has so much offense and the quarterback and all 
the issues they can provide you… we knew it was not going to be easy.  
 
I was not prepared for us to play kind of out of sorts in a sense. I felt like we were a bit out of 
sorts. I look at the stats and you know, eight penalties, pretty uncharacteristic for us. I thought 
the interception where James (Johnson) has the ball and their guy catches it and returns for a 
touchdown and just a lot of those types of plays tonight that didn’t go our way, I think could 
have set the stage maybe a couple years ago where maybe we would have gotten beat tonight.  
 
But, everything we talked about for Monday and up until this game is that this is a mentally 
tough group. They respond extremely well to adversity. They battled, they competed, we made 
adjustments and they adjusted with us.  
 
Ultimately we got turnovers in the second half. We were efficient in the red zone and Chris Polk 
is just fantastic player. 
 
On Chris Polk:  
The way he performed tonight -- 34 carries over 100 yards, 5 touchdowns, another 100 receiving, 
I think you guys can start writing articles about Chris Polk now because he deserves it. 
 
 I don’t know if any other player in our program now for the last two and a half years has had 
more of an impact, the changes that we have made and the progress that we have made as a 
football program. I don’t know if I can pick out one single guy that has had that much of an 
impact as he has had. We saw at the end of last season when we jumped on his back and ran the 
football and ran it well late in the year.  
 
He has had just a tremendous season so far this year and continues to show me things – his work 
ethic. We knew coming in this season, one of the ways we wanted him to get more involved was 
throwing him the ball and doing more things out of the backfield and we are seeing that.  
 
The physicality which he runs the football is obviously is very evident and then one of the other 
key things for us is when we are down and tight, our ability to be able to pound the ball and run 
the ball into the end zone and that is something I have been trying to address myself in play 
calling, and it showed up tonight.   
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Husky Players 
 
WR Devin Aguilar 
What was the offense’s focus today? 
Running the ball was the key to the game.  We wanted to open up the pass using the run and 
Chris [Polk] was on a roll today so we kept going to him.  We kept shooting ourselves in the foot 
a couple of times, but our offense kept up the tempo the whole time. 
 
What was coach saying to help keep the momentum up? 
Coach just kept telling us to stay calm and play our game.  We were doing a little extra stuff over 
the edge that we shouldn’t have been doing, but we just stayed at our tempo and did what we 
needed to do. 
 
How does it feel to be 6-2? 
It feels great.  You know, we have done this and that to get to this point and now we just need to 
keep rolling. 
 
Safety Sean Parker 
What were the defensive keys today? 
Stopping the run was our first concern, and we knew we needed to stay on top of their routes.  
We needed to come out today and just improve from last game. 
 
What was coach saying to help keep the momentum up? 
He just kept telling us to keep playing and to never let up.  At the beginning of the game he told 
us that we need to finish more than anything.  Finishing is what we pride here, and we came out 
and did that today. 
 
How does it feel to be 6-2? 
It feels real good.  We just have to keep rolling now. 
 
Safety Nate Felner 
On the defense making big plays 
They were huge. Everyone was out there battling and we knew we had to make plays, and that’s 
what we did late in the game. 
 
On battling back from injuries and coming up with an interception 
It felt really great. I was really happy to get back in there and make plays to help out the team. 
Hopefully we can build off of this win as a team and feed off our defensive effort especially at 
the end of the game. 
 
On his penalty on the big hit 



I’m not really sure what it was. I didn’t think it was helmet to helmet or too late or anything. I’m 
not worried about it. At least it didn’t affect the game too much. 
 
On qualifying for a bowl game 
It’s extremely important and big for us. It shows that our program is getting better and better. 
You can see Coach Sark is changing things around here and we just need to keep getting big 
wins like we did tonight. 
 
WR Kevin Smith 
What lead to the success on offense? 
We just had to stay focused. At times we were getting a lot of penalties and we just had to put 
those past us. We played every play as hard as we can and we tried to really keep Arizona on 
their toes by having a really balanced attack. 
 
On the kick returns success 
We were just really clicking tonight. They were all blocking well for me and I just had to make 
my plays. When I saw the crease I just knew I had to hit it hard and do my best. 
 
On getting the 6th win 
It’s really great. We all knew coming into this game that was our goal, to get the 6th win and 
qualify for a bowl game. 
 
On the quick tempo offense  
That’s something we’ve been working on, and tonight we used it pretty effectively. We’ve been 
trying to work it in more every week. We know we have weapons and we just want to use them 
to our advantage. 
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Arizona Interim Head Coach Tim Kish 
 
On the game 
It was a good game for Washington. We had our opportunities in the second half.  I thought 
when we were up 31-28 and got the pick and got the ball back at the 30-yard line that would 
have been a critical time for us to get a first down and take some time off the clock. Our defense 
was getting a little bit gassed there at that point. So, it was unfortunate that we didn’t get that 
first down. 
 
Is there a reason why your offense wasn’t able to get a rhythm going? 
They had a good rhythm going at certain times of the game but it just wasn’t consistent enough 
for us. Probably in the red zone there were three times where we had to take three field goals and 
on the road that’s tough.  We need to at least find a way to punch one or two of those in. But 
(kicker) John Bonano did a nice job. 
 
On Chris Polk 
Polk’s good. He’s a dynamic back, he’s strong, and he’s physical. He just runs downhill so well 
and we knew that going in.  We knew he’d get his yards; we just didn’t want to give him 
anything cheap. He’s a really solid back. 
 
How did you feel about throwing with two guys in the secondary? 
We had no choice.  It was a learning experience for them but they will grow from it and we will 
move forward. It’s unfortunate because Robert Golden (SS) ended up dehydrated at the end of 
the third quarter and had to get an IV.  And then Cortez Johnson (CB) got a concussion in the 
fourth quarter.  It (injuries) made it a little more difficult to get into the game.  
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Wildcat Players 
 
LB Paul Vassallo 
 
On the difficulty in matching up against the UW offense 
It adds an extra element when they like to shift and go into empty and all that stuff. We had 9 or 
10 days to prepare for them.  That was enough time. 
 
What can you take away from this game? 
We played hard as a team, we fought.  We did a lot of good things, as well.  We just need to go 
in and watch the film on Monday and correct the things we need to correct and just learn from it. 
 
Were you pressing on defense? 
On defense we tried to play the call every time.  I don’t know if we were pressing.  All we can do 
is try to play one play at a time and that’s what we tried to do. 
 
WR David Roberts 
 
Reaction to the game 
A lot of back and forth.  A lot of big plays on both sides; we just came up on the wrong side.  It 
was turnovers, just those key plays.  It was going back and forth and in the end we just turned the 
ball over way too much.  We made plays but we didn’t make enough. 
 
On what needs to be done the rest of the season 
We’ve got to keep playing.  Especially for me, I’m a senior.  Keep playing every single game.  
Every time we get out on the field we’ve got to give it all we’ve got.   
 
Do you now need to win out? 
From the get go, the whole season we’ve got to win out.  Every time you step on the field you 
want to get a win. 
 


