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Washington Head Coach Steve Sarkisian 
Opening Statement: 
“General thoughts; we beat a pretty good football team. We knew that coming in and they were 
extremely scary. There is a reason why they were national champs last year and why they are the 
pre-season No. 1 in the country this year, and they are a good team. They have a good 
quarterback, a nice offensive scheme, play hard on defense and at the end of the day we are 
happy to be 1-0. The reality of it is when you are playing a lot of young guys you are going to 
make some young guy mistakes. The challenge for us as a coaching staff is to push them and 
coach them to where we grow from these ballgames as we move forward.”  
 
On Special Teams:  
“I thought our special teams really responded which is something we were hoping to do; it was 
an emphasis this training camp. I think about creating two turnovers on special teams, about 
what Erik Folk did kicking the ball, what Kiel Rasp did kicking the ball, the big kickoff return 
that Jesse Callier had, so all-in-all I love what we did on special teams.”  
 
On the Defense: 
“Defensively, they passed on us, a crazy number. It was difficult to generate a pass rush. He (Bo 
Levi Mitchell) was getting rid of the ball so quickly, even when we had free rushers the ball was 
coming out or (they were) getting completions. Fortunately, we were able to come up with a big 
play by Desmond Trufant at the end to seal the victory.” 
 
On the Offense: 
“We were a little spotty at times. It wasn’t great losing Jermaine Kearse early in the ballgame; 
that re-shuffles your wide receiving core. I thought Keith (Price) was composed and handled 
himself well. He sprained his knee which limited his style of play and when the knee brace when 
on that really limited him and hopefully he can get back to the way he plays the game. I was 
impressed with Chris Polk. He was 100 percent ready to go that’s why we played him. He was 
completely cleared by the doctors. He felt great about it and we felt great about it and he 
obviously responded with a nice ballgame for us. I think he can even play better and he would be 
the first one to tell you that.”  
 
Overall Team Thoughts 
“As a program, we are excited to be 1-0. Tomorrow morning half the teams in the country are 
going to wake up 0-1 and we happen to be on the other side of it this time that is 1-0 but yet we 
understand we have a great deal of work to do to get better and to improve as we move through 
the season. It’s only going to get more challenging and we will probably see another 60 pass 
attempts from Hawai’i next week so we better figure it out.”  
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Washington Players 
 
RB Jesse Callier 
On getting the win 
“It was a lot of fun; coaches were always talking about starting 1-0 so it feels good to really 
accomplish that.” 
 
On the strong rush attack 
“It started off with the offensive line, they did a great job blocking and the quarterback did a 
great job along with the receivers. It was a whole offensive effort. The running backs just saw 
the holes and just took advantage of the opportunity.” 
 
On returning kicks 
“I was so juiced and so amped, it was exciting. Just seeing all the fans and to start off drives like 
that it was fun.”  
 
FB Jonathon Amosa 
On starting the season with a victory 
“It feels really good right now. We’ll take it. We’re going to take our 24 hours and celebrate it, 
but we have to also prepare for Hawai’i.” 
 
On his first career touchdown 
“It was really cool, it felt good. I didn’t really know what to do because it happened so fast. The 
first thing that came to mind was to celebrate with my teammates.” 

On what the offense did well 
“I thought we ran the ball really well, I think our offensive line did a really good job protecting 
us. The long run and a lot of our passes we’re all because of the offensive line, it starts with 
them. They worked their tail off, and we just tried to capitalize when we could.” 
 
On what needs to be improved 
“I think I can work on my pad level, I can get a little lower, and as far as the team we just need to 
go at it harder. We have a lot of respect for Eastern Washington, and what they did, but we just 
need to focus on improving as a team now.” 
 
WR James Johnson 
On his first touchdown since 2009 
“It felt good, it was nice. A touchdown anytime is always nice, especially when I haven’t had 
one in a while, being hurt last year and all. It was a fun game. We have to give Eastern 
Washington a lot of credit. They were very well coached and really played well. We may have 
underestimated us and they almost got us. But we prevailed and came through with the win.” 
 



On the battle for the victory 
“It felt good, I wish we didn’t have to battle so much, but Eastern is a good time, I’m sure they 
enjoyed a good game and I know the crowd loved it. It was really fun. That’s been our focus all 
training camp. But at the same time we have to learn that when we get up on a team we have to 
finish all the way through. We just have to enjoy these 24 hours and get back at it on Monday.” 
 
On receiving from Keith Price  
“I think Keith did a great job, especially being a little nicked up with his knee or whatever. He 
made some great passes and some of our receivers dropped some passes that we usually 
wouldn’t. As the season goes on I believe we will make those plays every time.” 
 
S Sean Parker 
How does it feel to be 1-0? 
“It feels great, you know.  Even though we need to play better, it still feels good to come out 
with a win.” 
 
What did you think of the crowd? 
“The crowd was way bigger than last year and a lot more in to it.  We just need to come out and 
play better.” 
 
Was it a “Bend but don’t break” defensive strategy? 
“It was kind of a bend but not break defense.  As a secondary we need to stay together and work 
as one unit. We can’t be broken so we knew we just needed to keep it going.” 
 
How good of preparation were Eastern’s unconventional 4th down conversion attempts? 
“It is going to help us with our mental game definitely.  It’s also going to prepare us for teams 
going for it on fourth down later in the season and to play every play with intensity.” 
 
DE Everrette Thompson 
How does it feel to be 1-0? 
“It is a good feeling.  It’s my first time being 1-0 as a Husky so it’s exciting.  The crowd was 
there and always comes with it.  It was a close tough game and the crowd stepped it up when we 
needed them to.” 
 
What was the key to the defense bending, but not breaking? 
“We made sure to tighten it up around the endzone.  They used a lot of quick action to move the 
ball around quickly which made it hard to get a rush on the quarterback.  Their quarterback is a 
smart player; he made some great decisions, and has a lot of ball skills.” 
 
What are you trying to do against a quick offense like Eastern? 
“I’m just trying to stay in the lane so I’m in the quarterback’s vision while he is trying to go 
through his progressions.  I’m just trying to get my hands up.  I think I had three tipped balls 
today which is pretty much the same as a sack against a team like that.” 
 
DE Hau’oli Jamora  
How does it feel to be 1-0? 



“Awesome.  I love it!” 
 
Difficulty of pass rushing against a quick team like Eastern 
“We just have to keep coming as hard as we can down after down.  It’s really hard to do when 
they are moving the ball that quickly, and it discourages you from pass rushing, but you just have 
to keep coming play after play.” 
 
Play of Trufant? 
“Awesome.  That was a great catch, and he just stepped up when he knew he needed to.” 
 
Was the ability to get stops at big points in the game because of a “Bend but don’t break 
strategy”, or individuals stepping up? 
“I’d say it was a little bit of both. You know at some points it was the strategy to bend the 
defense without giving up too many yards, but sometimes the big plays came when people knew 
they had to make a play.” 
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Eastern Washington Head Coach Beau Baldwin 
On the outcome of the game 
“Yeah that was our goal coming in.  We were trying to put together a game plan that we thought 
would give us a chance to win.  I don’t think people outside of our true community or locker 
room really gave us a shot at that.  But we believed if we could execute and make some plays we 
could put ourselves in position, they just made a few more plays, and we made a few more 
mistakes.  I’m very proud of the way our guys kept fighting.  Believe me, I’m not into morale 
victories; I wanted to come in here and get a win.  At the same time I’m proud of the way our 
guys kept fighting in a tough situation against a good football team that’s well coached.”  
 
What did you guys see in the defense that you guys could exploit? 
“Well I just think we played to our strength.  And our strength, in my opinion is our quarterback 
and some receivers returning that have a lot of game experience.  And whenever you’re playing 
on the road, playing up, it’s tough to get snap counts and it’s tougher to get off on the ball in the 
run game and some of those things.  We felt that if we execute really well in the short passing 
game and then hit them over the top when they came up, that would give us a really good chance 
to come out on top.  But they made a few more plays and we came up a little bit short.” 
 
On the play of his quarterback 
“Well they tried to do a few different things, if you really look at it.  They got into multiple 
coverages and changed up some of their blitzes and dropping eight.  So they did make changes, 
but Bo and the receivers did a good job finding holes and trying to do some multiple coverage 
beater type stuff where we felt that whether they were playing man or zone, blitz or dropping 
out, we could still have a chance to find an open man on a lot of our combinations.” 
 
On the final drive 
“When it finally ended with the pick, we were at about the twenty-five.  They were doing a good 
job because we weren’t necessarily calling the play to go deep to that right side but they took 
away the initial throw we were looking for.  And then Trufant did a good job of press-bail 
technique.  It needed to be an underthrown ball to have a chance and it was thrown a little deep 
and he made a great play on it and made a pick.  So, that hurts a little bit because you’re hoping 
that no matter what happens you’ll get a shot at a field goal and send it to OT. It’s hard, but at the 
same time I’ll never sit on it and just play for overtime.  We were going to take a couple shots to 
the end zone and try to win that sucker.” 
 
On what EWU can learn from this game 
“Every game is different, every year is different.  You always want to find out what your team is 
all about in tough situations on the road against a Pac-12 team.  I can take away the fact that our 
team has a lot of guts and courage in tough situations and they’re not in awe of the situation.”   
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EWU Players 
 
QB Bo Levi Mitchell 
 What’s your take on coming out here? Did you expect to win? 
“We expected to come out here and play a great game with some great athletes and go out there 
and win. We fell short. The Huskies played a great game obviously on the back of Chris Polk.” 
 
So the game plan then played out as you expected? 
“Absolutely. When you come out, the team’s not going to change anything. They’re going to 
come out and run their defense. We just kept doing it until things fell short and we got a little 
greedy.”  
 
You knew you could put up numbers, did you expect to put up those kind of numbers? 
“Honestly it was hit or miss. I knew we would put up numbers but I didn’t know we would put 
up career numbers like that. But the most important thing is that we didn’t put up the number 31 
to win. They came out and played great defense and even though they gave up a lot of yards they 
played the red zone great.”  
 
The interception, did you put the ball where you wanted to or was that a great play by the 
defensive back? 
“A bit of both. I thought I put the ball where I wanted. I wanted to get it little bit short where 
Kauf (Brandon Kaufman) could up and get it. Kauf saw something a little different in the corner 
and I thought he should have slowed down. I take it on me. It’s my fault. I think I could have put 
the ball in a different spot. But obviously Desmond [sic] Trufant is a great player and he’s 
probably going to go on and have a great career in the NFL. Good luck to him and good luck to 
the Huskies.” 
 
How much do you think they respected you before the game, and how much do they 
respect you now? 
“They respected us as athletes and everything. I came out and tried to rile them up a little bit; I’m 
sure you will all read about it and what not. I wanted to come out confident. I wanted to come 
out expecting to win the game. They probably respect us a lot more now. They’re a great team 
and they handled us.” 
 
 
WR Brandon Kaufman 
You guys did a lot of damage to them. Did you see that coming in? 
“No, I’m not surprised at all. I don’t attribute it to them at all. It’s an attribute to our receivers 
and our quarterback. We’re going to go through the season and make plays. It would have been 
nice to have this one against the Huskies, but we’re going to keep making plays at receiver and 
quarterback.” 
 



WR Greg Herd 
Talk about your touchdown. 
“I had to get off the ball and get a good take-off. Once it was all a scramble-drill, I noticed the 
corners were all in the backfield, so I just took off… I’m thinking ‘hey, go to the endzone.’ I 
took off and we connected for a good one. We turned to the little scramble drill to get to the open 
zone of the defense.” 
 
Offensively, what did you guys see in the UW defense so that you were able to exploit so 
much? 
“We saw a lot of their techniques that we knew we could attack. Basically taking advantage of 
the weaknesses, and every defense was a weakness. Our goal was to get in those weak spots and 
get those catches and get into the open zones.” 
 
What can you take from this game? 
“We got a couple costly mistakes on special teams. We can learn from those. I’m sure we’re 
going to be in the film room all next week making short fixes on those…fixing assignments on 
those and making sure guys are locating the ball on instances like that and basically build off 
what we laid down here today.” 
 
LB Grant Williams 
How did it feel to play? 
“I’m disappointed. Especially when it’s that close to winning the game, but what can you do? 
The game’s over and we got a new game next week, so we’ll learn from our mistakes and 
dominate the Big Sky.” 
 
Did you feel like you guys earned some additional respect today? 
“Definitely. If they didn’t respect us before they definitely respect us now. We’re national 
championships, so they have got to show some respect.” 
 

 


