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SARKISIAN NAMES JUSTIN WILCOX DEFENSIVE 
COORDINATOR, PETER SIRMON LINEBACKERS COACH

 Washington head coach Steve Sarkisian has hired Justin Wilcox as the Huskies’ new defensive coordinator and Peter Sirmon 

as linebackers coach.  

 “I am excited to welcome Justin and Peter to Washington,” Sarkisian said, “as they are two of the brightest young coaches in 

the country.  Both are natives of the Northwest and have strong recruiting ties in the area which complements their tremendous 

coaching abilities.”

 Wilcox, a native of Junction City, Ore., and Sirmon, who grew up in Walla Walla, Wash., most recently held similar positions at 

the University of Tennessee.  

 “I’m grateful for this opportunity,” Wilcox said.  “Washington is a place where you can win big, and I’m excited to work with 

Coach Sarkisian in developing a championship-caliber football program.  Our first order of business is hitting the recruiting trail, 

and I can’t wait to get started.”

 In 2011, Wilcox presided over a Tennessee defense ranked No. 28 in the nation in total defense (340.5 yards per game) and 

35th in scoring defense.  In his first season with the Vols in 2010, the defense led a late-season rally that helped lead Tennessee 

to a bowl game by holding four straight November opponents to 14 or fewer points.  Wilcox began his coaching career as a 

graduate assistant at Boise State in 2001 and 2002 before becoming the  linebackers coach at California for three seasons (2003-

05), helping the Bears to a 26-12 record and three bowl games during that span. In 2006, he returned to Boise State as defensive 

coordinator and mentored a Broncos squad that led the WAC in defense in all four of his seasons (2006-09).  In 2009, BSU finished 

the season ranked No. 14 in the nation in total defense and scoring defense, and No. 3 in turnover margin.  In 2008, Boise’s 

defense was third nationally in scoring at just 12.6 points per game.  Eight of 13 opponents were held to 10 points or fewer.  In 

Wilcox’s first season, 2006, the Broncos ranked No. 8 in the nation in rush defense and Boise State finished the year with a 13-0 

record and a famous overtime win over Oklahoma in the Fiesta Bowl. 

 Wilcox, who earned his bachelor’s degree in anthropology from the University of Oregon in 1999 while playing safety for the 

Ducks, is the son of Pro Football Hall of Famer Dave Wilcox, an 11-year member of the San Francisco 49ers.

 Sirmon served as linebackers coach at Tennessee after serving as a graduate assistant working primarily with safeties.  

Prior to Tennessee, Sirmon spent the 2009 season as a graduate assistant at Oregon, helping his alma mater to the Pac-10 

championship and a Rose Bowl berth. In 2008, he coached linebackers at Central Washington, which completed  a 10-1 regular-

season and earned a trip to the NCAA Division II playoffs.  

 Sirmon was born in Wenatchee, Wash., and graduated from Walla Walla High School.  After earning first-team All-Pac-10 

honors as a senior at the University of Oregon in 1999.  After graduating with a bachelor’s degree in Political Science, Sirmon 

was drafted by the Tennessee Titans in the fourth round of the 2000 draft and played seven seasons in the NFL.  He and his wife 

Lindsay, have four children.

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON DEPARTMENT OF INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETICS
Graves Building Box 354070 • Seattle, Washington, 98195-4070 • 206-543-2210 PH • 206-685-4668 FAX • www.GOHUSKIES.com


