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Washington Head Coach Lorenzo Romar 
On Opening Statement 
I am excited that we played, going back to Thursday, three really really good halves of basketball. The 
fourth half was not as good. I thought we played good tonight. Issah got hot at the end of the half, 
knocked some shots down, and we were able to distance ourselves. The second half, we just couldn’t 
distance ourselves, couldn’t get that energy up to that level we had in the first half. We didn’t finish that 
game like I would have liked. However, Thursday and Saturday, we have made huge progress from how 
we have been playing the last couple of weeks. So, I am excited about that. Now its time to move on and 
try this road again. 
 
On Second half 
It was frustrating. We didn’t take care of the basketball. In the last four minutes of the game, it was 
frustrating. The last four minutes of the stretch it didn’t feel like they missed a shot. We just have to 
continue to condition ourselves to be a machine and play one way the entire time. If you play a poor first 
half and a stellar second half, you feel a lot better right now. We just don’t like to finish like that. But 
again, I think we made a lot of progress. 
 
On making a difference in the team for offense 
I just think the other things are by products of the defensive energy and energy in general. I think because 
you have that energy, you just shoot the ball better; you are just a little more crisp offensively. I think it 
all works together. It’s interesting. We didn’t have that much in the second half. We turned the ball over 
ten times also. It’s funny how that works. It starts with that mind set of we are going to get down, 
compete, and defend and get down with energy and then let the chips fall where they may. That is the 
foundation. If the foundation is there, the other things tend to work themselves out.  
  

Washington Players 
Jr. Isaiah Thomas 
On the 14-point explosion in the first half 
They made me mad.  They were just talking a little bit and I just felt like I had to turn it up to end the half.  
The shots were going in, my teammates were finding me.  Luckily, the shots went in.  I just felt like I had 
to be a little more aggressive than when I was first in there.  My teammates found me and I got the shots. 
 
On what he told the team after his 3-pointer to end the first half 
I said, “This is our house.”  No one is coming in here and getting easy wins or thinking they can come in 
here and win easily.  We just have to defend on the court and just work our guys up that we have to play a 
little harder. 
 
On the effort of the rest of his team 
When I came back to the bench, I was real happy that we had a bigger lead than when I was in the game.  
My teammates just played hard and made shots and got stops. 
 
On the upcoming games versus the Arizona schools 
Yeah, this will probably be the hardest road trip.  There are two good teams down there and they’ll be 
ready for us and we’ll be ready for them.  It starts with Arizona State.  We have to really be focused and 
dial in on the defensive end and I think if we do that, we’ll be ok. 



Soph., Aziz N’Diaye 
On how he feels when his teammates do well 
It’s exciting.  It makes your job easy because when the guards hit the shots, you’re just trying to get them 
open on the screens.  They’re going to make the right play and make the shots. 
 
On aggressive play 
That’s part of the game.  On the offensive end, when we were crashing on the offensive rebounds, they 
were trying to push us some but that’s part of the game.  The ref is going to see those quick fouls under 
the rim. 
 
Sr., Venoy Overton 
On the win 
It was a really good win, the game was stopped a lot, but we wanted to minimize mistakes and 
step in there and play as a team. Whatever was going on in the game we wanted to play right. 
 
On the progression in the last 2 weeks 
It’s definitely been nice. I think it started in practice, I’ve been playing really well in practice and 
really going hard. My legs are back so that’s nice. In the Oregon game I was getting up there 
high and it felt good. I knew I was feeling better last week so I felt like this week was going to be 
the week that I could bump it up and coaches let me play. 
 
On the fast pace defensive game 
It’s definitely more of my style, especially now that I got my legs back. It’s a big part of the 
season, and a good time to turn things around. 
 
On the emergence of Venoy in the half-court game 
Coach always talks to us about how he knows what we can do, and it feels good to go out and 
show that. I wasn’t getting all the minutes, I was kind of complaining about them, but I’ve been 
trying to do everything right and get my minutes up. 
 
On the improvement from last game vs. Stanford 
Down there they just came to play and we weren’t ready to play. No we’re on the same page and 
got a few wins in a row and next week we got a big trip against Arizona and Arizona State and 
we got to come ready to play. 
 
On the games ahead 
Coaches want to make sure we don’t look too far ahead, that’s how our slump started the first 
time. So we just have to focus and go down there ready to play. 
 

Stanford Head Coach Johnny Dawkins 
On the difference between last meeting and this meeting 
I thought they played well.  I thought they got going.  I thought we turned it over a few too many times, 
which led to transition and easy opportunities for them.  And let’s face it, they’re a very good basketball 
team, and tonight they played well.  They made it hard for us to get into the offense, and they turned 
defense into offense a number of times. 
 
On Washington’s high pressure defense 



We got off to a late start a few times in the first half, and that was difficult.  We have to go to counters, 
we need to go to our pressure releases more, and we didn’t really do that.  We’ve got to continue to get 
better. 
 
On Isaiah Thomas 
He’s a terrific player.  He’s one of the best players in the conference, but also in the country.  You’re not 
really going to stop Isaiah, you have to try to contain him as best you can.  I felt our guys did that tonight.  
I thought they played hard, they tried to contain him, and he’s good.  We just have to try and do a better 
job next time. 


