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Opening statement 
We took a huge shot from Oregon State in the first half.  They came out very aggressive.  They 
came out very physical, they were very scrappy. They came ready to play.  When you play that 
hard other things start to happen that work in your favor.  They hit two threes that banked off the 
backboard—they earned that.  When you get after it like that and you’re focused like that, good 
things usually happen for you.  Our guys didn’t play bad, but we were 4-16 from the 3-point line 
in the first half.  We had two second-chance points in the first half and we ended up with 25.  We 
really pounded the boards.  We were close at half and we ended up being plus-13 on the boards.  
We settled down in our defense—our guys really got up and started playing in the lanes and got 
their hands on some of their passes.  We blocked 10 shots, protected the rim really well in the 
second half.  I think that second half was as close to, maybe other than Virginia, the best half 
we’ve played this year. 
 
On the point guard play 
Fifteen assists and three turnovers between Venoy Overton and Isaiah Thomas, and in that zone 
… they penetrated time after time looking for the guys on the flanks to pass them the basketball.  
Venoy did a really good job that way. 
 
On MBA’s play 
Matthew Bryan-Amaning was the man today. He really played good basketball. 
 
On the second half surge 
We went on a run…we were up 10 at the first media timeout, and that had everything to do with 
our defense.  I think we forced a couple turnovers in the first few possessions.  Our team 
understands—it doesn’t always work out this way—if we go on a run, if we begin to create 
distance between our opponent, it’s because of our defense, not because we started hitting shots.  
It’s because we started getting stops, and once we start getting stops everything else takes care of 
itself.  
 

Washington Players 
Jr. Isaiah Thomas 
On what changed between the first and second halves 
I think we just gave them too many easy baskets, second chance points, and we needed to have 
stops.  If we had stops, we probably could’ve been up 10-15 points at half.  They got a lot of easy 
buckets, some contested that, miss it or make it, you can’t do anything about it, just a lot of 
second chance points. 
 
On how playing OSU this year was different 
My first year, they were hard to play against.  I told coach, from the jump, after the first time that 
we played them, that I don’t want to play them again. But, more and more, after I’ve watched 
film, I know where to attack and having someone like Venoy [Overton] to attack too, they can’t 



just keep their eye on me.  So, we knew that if we attacked and were aggressive and passed, 
people would be open and guys would knock down shots.” 
 
On how important Venoy Overton’s basket was to put UW ahead at half 
Yeah, momentum.  We were down the whole first half and for him to go down, in the middle of 
about ten dudes, and make that, it was a momentum changer.  We brought it into the second half. 
 
Sr., Venoy Overton 
On whether that was their most dominant half yet this season 
Maybe.  Thursday we played a pretty good [in the] second half, but today was the kind of game 
where we knew exactly what they were going to do.  In the first half, we just weren’t getting it 
done.  They got a lot of second chance points.  But, after we shut that down in the second half, 
we got it done. 
 
On how practice is going now that he and Isaiah Thomas are both starting 
Yeah, definitely.  We haven’t had too many practices, like full-out practices [together as 
starters], but he knows when I drive, he knows to circle around.  A lot of times I jump in the air 
and when I pass, I just expect him to be there.  When he drives, he knows I’ll be there.  We’re 
learning and it’s going to get better as we go. 
 
On how important it is to have a better second half 
[It was] pretty big because of the fact that earlier in the season and last year, we were pretty bad 
in the second half.  We always jumped in front of teams early and let them come back.  So, 
playing games like this, and playing good in the second half, that’s going to take us further 
during tournament time. 
 
Sr., Matthew Bryan-Amaning 
Second half turnaround  
We were able to start stopping them on defense, and we kept them off of the glass.   When we 
aren’t making stops, that is a bad thing and if we give up second chance points it’s bad for us too.   
 
Shot right before halftime  
I told Isaiah going into the locker room that I knew that shot was going in, and we were able to 
come out in the second half and ride that momentum.  We just tried to come out and make that 
big push. 
 
What did OSU do to slow UW down in the First Half  
I think it is the same thing that Oregon did to us last game.  They come out and throw a different 
defense that you haven’t seen before and you have to spend some time figuring it out.  Once we 
did figure it out we got used to it and were able to just go out and play. 
 
UW outscoring OSU on bench points  
We are able to play so many guys and we have so many great scorers that played well today.  
Scott [Suggs] came in and shot 4x6, Terrence [Ross] is shooting over 50%, and Darnell [Gant] 
got in double figures too today. That’s huge for us. 
 
Relationship with Isaiah Thomas 



I always know what he [Thomas] is going to do just because of the way he plays.  He draws so 
much attention that if you just watch him or watch the defender he will always find you when 
you are in open space.  The last few games he has had more than eight assists, and I think that is 
something people don’t know about Isaiah just because he scores so many points. 
 

Craig Robinson, Oregon State Head Coach 
On the start of the second half 
That was turnovers, offensive rebounds by them, and they are a momentum team so once they 
get going, it was like we were a completely different team. I really think, without looking at the 
tapes, we had 3 turnovers in the first half and out rebounded them in the first half. In the first five 
minutes of the second half it seemed like it flip flopped to the third power. I felt like we had a 
couple opportunities to cut the lead from 15 to 10, but we either missed a foul shot or didn’t 
complete the and-one. It is little things that can get you back into a game that we couldn’t do. 
That’s the danger against everybody, if you can’t make those kinds of plays. I thought up until 
that point we were scoring right along with them. The score was close to being tied. But then 
when you turn the ball over and give them more opportunities to score, and you don’t get those 
opportunities it widens the margins. 
 
On what went right the first half 
We were running our offense, we weren’t making turnovers, and we were playing defense, the 
complete opposite of the second half.  
 
On the comparison of UW now to last year 
It’s hard to tell, we played them better last year, but I thought that them having Pondexter would 
make them a better team, but Amaning is good. He might be pro too, I’m not sure. He is pretty 
darn good; he kills us every time we play them. Zero those two guys out; this is probably a better 
team. 
 
On what could have been done to slow UW’s run in the second half 
I called timeouts, when I thought I should of but I don’t think that is going to stop these guys. 
You have to defend these guys and play tough the entire game or a tie game will turn into a 
blowout in 5 minutes.  
 


