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Opening Statement 
Their guards came out very aggressively, especially Fontaine. They came out in attack mode and 
had us on our heels early. With a team like USC that plays such good defense, you get down and 
dig yourself in a hole that early, they make it really difficult to come back. Despite that, I think 
these guys dug in and found a way to dig in and come back. I commend our guys for that, but we 
got down by a pretty big margin early. Made it very difficult. 
 
On frustration with shot clock 
We knew that is how they play. That is how they played when we played them at their place. 
 
On start of game 
Last time, Terrance Ross hit three three’s in the first half. It helped us really gain momentum. By 
half time, I think we were up two against them, and then continued to go up from there. We 
didn’t really shoot the basketball like that. No one really was able to knock shots down to get us 
back to the game. 
 
On Terrance Ross tonight 
C.J. Wilcox came off an unbelievable game and we were hoping he could get going. He still only 
played sixteen minutes. Venoy Overton started and I thought Venoy played a tremendous game 
tonight. He played a lot of minutes. Scott Suggs came in and did a really nice job in the first half. 
He came in and played and sometimes there just aren’t enough minutes. Those guys that played 
it contributed and again C.J. If we had not have played C.J. I would have been vilified I am sure. 
Sent me to a guillotine tonight. I probably would have sent myself for not playing C.J. He just 
came off from playing one of the best performances ever. But again, he didn’t play thirty 
minutes, he played sixteen. So it was just difficult to find minutes.  
 
Jr., Isaiah Thomas 
On his frustration after this game 
It was just because we couldn’t get any stops.  It’s never fun when you’re down the whole game.  
We fought back.  We need to start games and halves off better than we have because we get 
ourselves down and then we always come back but, in this instance, it was a little too late. 
 
On playing the Cougars for the third time this year in the Pac10 tournament 
Yeah, we’ll try to get them back.  It’s hard to beat a team three times in any sport so, we’re 
focusing and getting ready for them and hopefully we will have a good game. 
 
On moving forward 
We’ve just got to turn the page and really be ready.  It’s the Pac-10 tournament.  We’ve got to try 
to make some noise and, like I said, it’s do-or-die.  If you don’t bring it, you’re out.   
 
On whether they know how to win a Pac-10 tournament after doing it before 



Yeah, we do.  We have guys who have been in this situation.  Everybody just has to be ready, 
play their part and be ready and do really well.  It’s March.  There’s no more excuses.  
Everybody has to be held accountable for what they’re doing, me included.  We just really have 
to be ready and be focused.  It’s one game at a time and we just have to try to make some noise. 
 
Jr., Scott Suggs 
On UCLA securing the second place conference spot with a win today 
Obviously, we wanted to get as high as possible.  We’ve got Washington State again and I’m 
sure they’re excited to get us too. 
 
Sr., Venoy Overton 
On what USC did well against the Huskies 
They kind of spread us out and made our guards defend.  They went one on one and they kinda 
got us off balance. 
 
On the emotions of it being senior night 
I just wanted to go out with a win—to beat these guys and go into the Pac-10 Tournament feeling 
confident, but hopefully we can be on a run and go from there. 
 
On what Washington is going to focus on going into the Pac-10 Tournament 
We’ve got Washington State—they’ve beat us twice already so we’ve gotta be ready to play 
against a zone.  The zone has been getting us you could say.  We’ve gotta get in the gym and 
everybody’s gotta get to shooting and we’ve gotta be ready.  It’s the big stage, and I think we’ll 
play good on the big stage. 
 


