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Washington Head Coach Lorenzo Romar 
Opening Statement: 
Last year we played Nevada and they were 4-3 before we played them, thrilling win for them, they won 
the game and went on a 15 game winning streak because there were a good team and they still are a 
good team. We dug ourselves a hole, too many defensive lapses in the first half. In the second half, 
courageous effort, we guarded a lot better, we missed some easy ones at the end of the game, but we 
had dug ourselves in such a hole, we didn’t have any margin for error down the stretch, a good team 
came out and beat us with two superhuman three point shots by Deonte Burton. Highly contested, well 
defended shots, just heck of a player, hit two big shots. 
 
On how this game compares to last week’s: 
The last game they didn’t have Deonte Burton who hit shots like that. He hit some tough shots that were 
contested, but we put ourselves in that position from some defensive breakdowns in the first half. 
 
On slow start: 
We didn’t shoot the ball particularly well. But I was more disappointed with some of our defensive 
lapses. We could have done a better job executing. I am definitely more disappointed about that. 
 
On second half performance: 
I don’t think we had as many breakdowns in the second half. They practice too, so they’re going to make 
some shots. But in the first half we gave them 14 points worth of breakdowns. When they hit shots and 
they’re contested there’s nothing you can do, but when you break down defensively it hurts you. I 
thought in the second half we had some opportunities down the stretch offensively right around the 
basket that we could convert on. When you come back like that against a team like Nevada and you get 
those opportunities, you have to capitalize on them. 
 
On Andrew Andrew’s absence: 
He could have really helped us defensively. We didn’t plan on playing Scott Suggs as long as we did, and 
Andrews certainly would have helped with that.  
 
On Scott Suggs’ health: 
Toward the end he was limping a little bit but I don’t think that it’s as bad as it was after Ohio State. 
We’ll see – the ankle is still pretty swollen. 
 
On the fluxuations of the team being up big and losing a lead and then putting themselves in a hole: 
We just haven’t come together yet, we haven’t become a consistent team yet. It will just take time, 
practice, everyone getting healthy, set rotation. I  told our guys that I don’t look at this situation as oh 
we’re done, I don’t see it that way at all, it is just a matter of time and I really believe that. It’s just a 
matter of time before we will come together and we are going to be okay. 
 
Senior guard Abdul Gaddy 
How would you explain the start of that game? 



There were too many errors and we got into foul trouble—I was in trouble, and so was Aziz. They scored 
some buckets off the zone, so we stayed out of zone second half. There were too many errors in the first 
half that dug us in a hole. 
 
Did this game feel like last year’s with Burton? 
Not really, it was different—last year he did more at the end in one four-minute span. This time he got 
going at the beginning and throughout the game he was scoring. He got a lot of buckets in transition 
when we weren’t organized. When we were in half court C.J. did a really good job guarding him. We 
knew that once we got back in transition we would be able to make things tough on him. 
 
 Did you feel like you guys spent so much energy trying to get out of a hole that you were tired? 
No, we got lost in the game but we thought we had it once we got it back. Then Burton hit two big shots, 
which made it tough for us. He put the pressure on us to score and we couldn’t capitalize. 
 
On the last two possessions were they concentrating on C.J. making him unavailable? 
Yes, the whole game they were concentrated on him—that’s what all teams are going to do. He’s one of 
the leading scorers in our league and teams are going to try to take him away or face guard him; we’re 
going to see a lot of different types of defenses on him. This opens things up for the rest of us, the main 
thing we have to do is make sure we execute on offense. He’ll get his shots; he’s a good scorer, and 
scorers always find ways to score. 
 
How do you feel about the offense you’re running, what you’re understanding, what you need to 
understand, etc.? 
We’re still getting guys back; we just got Shawn back, we’re getting Quinn back, and we just got Scott 
back from injury. The offense still needs to execute better, and since those guys have been out they 
haven’t been able to get game repetitions, and so it’s a little different. I think we’ll be fine; the main 
thing is that we just need to make sure we’re solid on defense. 
 
What is the key defensively going forward? 
Rebounding. It’s not that we’re not a good rebounding team, we just need to know our rotations. We 
have Aziz and Shawn back there blocking shots. It makes it tough because when they go for blocks they 
have to leave their man down at the rim for offensive rebounds. This means we need to know our 
rotations and know to box the other guy out on the weak side. Guards need to make sure they come 
back, and guards need to rebound too. Desmond and Aziz are great rebounders. 
 
Junior guard C.J.Wilcox 
Did you feel like you defended Burton pretty well on those last two three’s? 
Yes, the first one was a tough shot and the second one I actually tipped. I thought it was going to be an 
air ball but once he got going, he could make shots like that. 
 
That first half you usually shoot so well—was this one of those games where it wasn’t working for 
everyone at first; were you guys not feeding well off each other?  
It was just one of those games. You can’t shoot the ball well every night. We need to find a way and get 
to the free throw line when our shots aren’t falling. In the second half we got a good rhythm and got a 
lot of good shots too. 
 
Sophomore forward Shawn Kemp, Jr. 
How do you feel? 



I feel good for my first game back. I did what I could but hopefully I can work on some more things and 
do more for the team.  
 
How was your wind and does your knee hurt at all? 
My knee hurts a little but it’s nothing big. I felt good out there. I wasn’t tired and wasn’t breathing too 
hard so I was okay. 
 
Nevada Coach David Carter 
On the win 
It’s very big. We started the season over, we’re 4-4 and we are taking it one game at a time. We played a 
very good and talented Washington team. They came back from a big lead and it was our fault but we 
made plays down the end for the win. 
 
On Nevada’s defense 
I think we were keyed into key assignments, not letting the shooters get down too early. The zone 
bothered them a little bit and we got them to stand ground.  
 
On Devonte Burton 
Big players make big plays, and when they went on their run, I think they made two three-point shots, 
he made a big three-point play.  
 
On Washington’s run and the win 
We didn’t panic. I think it goes back to our three close games at home with wins. The guys believed we 
could win the game. They went up by one and Devonte made a big three-point play. It speaks to our 
character. (This game) helps us a lot. Washington’s a great team and they are going to win a lot of 
games in the Pac-12. Any time you can win on the road it boosts your confidence. We’re 4-4, start with a 
streak hopefully here and then you’re 1-0, and hopefully can run on that.  
 
On Washington’s offensive rebounds 
(N’Diaye) is great for them. We always have Burris on the weak side but we’re not going to play against 
a seven footer every night.  
 
On being up 18 points 
I was surprised, and I think the kids were too. They got a little complacent and let the (Washington) 
shooters make some big shots.  
 


