
2007 Season Outlook

Elliott Cribby notched 10 saves last season. He’s likely 
to return to the closer role again in 2006.

After having earned a trip to the NCAA tournament 
for three straight seasons in 2002, 2003 and 2004, the 
Husky baseball team came up just short of a post-
season berth each of the last two seasons, finishing 
perhaps only one win short on both occasions.

At first glance, someone looking at the 2007 sea-
son might assume that the team will be in some sort 
of rebuilding mode, having lost the NCAA strikeouts 
leader and holder of nearly every Husky pitching re-
cord, another starting pitcher, the No. 2 home run hitter 
in school history, and a three-year starting catcher.

However, heading into the spring season, 15th-
year head coach Ken Knutson sees his team as unusu-
ally deep. And the large number of players who saw 
significant game time last year as freshmen in 2006 
are, of course, now sophomores in 2007.

His job as head coach will largely consist of mak-
ing a lot of choices as to who plays and where, but 
it’s a “problem” he’s happy to have.

“Last year, we were one of the youngest teams 
in the conference and I thought we competed well,” 
Knutson says. “We didn’t improve over the course of 
the season as much as I wanted us to, but I think this 
is the year that we’ll see the improvement. There’s 
something to be said about young guys who didn’t 
do as well as they thought they should. It takes away 
any complacency. I think everybody’s hungry and the 
competition is stiff.”

Here’s a look at the 2007 Husky baseball team:

PITCHERS
Obviously, losing Golden Spikes Award winner 

Tim Lincecum, as well as fellow three-year starter 
Kyle Parker, to the professional ranks leaves a hole 
in the Huskies’ pitching staff. However, there’s more 
experience than there might seem, with three pitchers 
returning who spent time in the rotation in 2006.

“We’ll miss Tim,” Knutson says. “We’re talking 
about the best pitcher in the history of the program 
and, in my opinion, the best pitcher in America last 
year. But I think we’ll make up for it as an entire 
staff.”

Junior lefty Nick Hagadone had a breakout season 
last year, starting five times and appearing in relief 
on 23 other occasions. Sophomore lefty Tyler Cheney 
started 12 times while junior right-hander Elliott Crib-
by, who was the UW’s closer for most of the season, 
notching 10 saves, also started five games. All three 
will be key figured in the Husky staff in 2007.

“At this point, we’re going to give Hagadone first 
crack at the number one job,” Knutson says. “He had a 
good season for us last year. Most of his really strong 
appearances were out of the bullpen, but we feel like 
he’s ready to become a really good starter for us.”

Cheney, as well as sophomore Bryce Mooney and 
freshman Cam Nobles, both right-handers, will also 
figure into the competition for starting spots.

“Tyler had 12 starts last year as a freshman 
and he’ll be in the competition,” Knutson explains. 

“Mooney really wants an opportunity to start. He had 
a really good half of a season for us last year. He’ll 
be in the mix. You’ll also see Nobles in there. He was 
one of our top recruits and he pitched well in the fall. 
How he acclimates to the college game will determine 
what he does this year.”

Meanwhile, Knutson expects Cribby to remain in 
the closer’s role, but notes that if he isn’t getting used 
enough, that could change.

“I think Cribby has a chance to be an All-Ameri-
can,” Knutson says. “I’ve always been a big proponent 
of a strong bullpen. I think a powerful bullpen is the 
best tool you have as a manager.”

Several others have a good opportunity to start, 
including experienced junior Brandon McKerney, soph-
omore southpaw Nick Haughian and junior college 
transfer Jorden Merry, a sophomore right-hander.

“The thing we have this year is really good depth 
in the staff,” Knutson notes. “I don’t know if we’ll go 
with the same three starters all year or if we’ll have 
really good quality in long relief and in the mid-week 
games, but the front end of the staff really should 
be good.”

Also back from last season are sophomores Geoff 
Nichols and Jason Erickson, who both had limited op-
portunities last year, but certainly showed they have 
the stuff to get the job done.

McKerney is either going to be a very strong part of 
the bullpen or a starting pitcher. Jorden Merry is also 
in the mix as a starter. He was good in the fall.

Fourth-year junior Harrison Bishop, a junior college 
transfer, could start or serve in the bullpen. Bishop, 
a hard thrower, has worked through injuries to get to 

the UW, but is ready to go now.
“Bishop hasn’t pitched much in a couple of years,” 

says Knutson, “but his stuff is plenty good enough for 
our league.”

Another interesting addition is another fourth-year 
junior, Johnny DuRocher, a quarterback on the football 
team who has come out for baseball this year. DuRo-
cher, who had successful surgery to remove a benign 
brain tumor last fall, hasn’t played baseball since his 
sophomore year of high school.

“DuRocher is a good athlete, but he hasn’t played 
in a while,” Knutson says. “But you always have this 
feeling with Johnny that he gets it. He’s got some 
poise. He’s taken snaps in Husky Stadium, and I think 
that gives him something.”

Two other freshman pitchers will look to get into 
the mix after missing time in the fall due to injury: 
right-handers Brent Miller and Rob Brasier. Lefty Ben 
Guidos, the state’s 3A player of the year, will sit out 
the season after elbow surgery. Finally, infielder Brian 
Pearl, who will likely start out the season with the 
hitters, could also see time on the mound.

CATCHERS
Junior Joey Dunn is the only catcher on the team 

who’s ever played in a Husky uniform, but that doesn’t 
mean the position is all that inexperienced. He’s joined 
by sophomore Max Kwan, who started 33 games as a 
freshman last year at Tulane, junior college transfer 
Ryan Scott and freshman Bryce Anderson.

“Joey’s always been a good leader and he handles 
the pitchers well,” Knutson says. “I think Max does 
too. Guys like throwing to them.”

Dunn, however, missed much of fall practice with 
an injury, allowing Kwan and Scott to see the majority 
of time behind the dish.

“What that injury did was allow Scott to have a 
lot of opportunities in the scrimmages,” Knutson says. 
“He and Max caught all the time. Scott has some 
physical tools that make him an interesting guy.”

Anderson, meanwhile, is making the transition 
from having been an infielder. Knutson notes that his 
offensive abilities might be enough to get him some 
at bats this year.

“I feel good about the catcher position as a 
whole,” Knutson concludes. “I think we have a chance 
to be at least three deep right away.”

INFIELDERS
While three of the four spots in the infield are 

expected to be held down by veteran players, there 
are still plenty of competition, question marks and 
variations, particularly at second base.

Fifth-year senior Curt Rindal earned All-Pac-10 
first-team honors last year, after batting .350 with 
21 doubles. He returns to that role as the 2007 gets 
underway.

“Curt’s going to hit in the middle of the lineup and 
be an important guy,” Knutson says. “He has a lot of 
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2007 Season Outlook

Matt Hague enters his junior season as the top career 
hitter in Husky history, with a .394 average.

Senior first baseman Curt Rindal earned All-Pac-10 last 
year after hitting .350 with 21 doubles.

experience and he’s really hungry to get back to the 
postseason.”

Backing up at first base are right-handed sopho-
more Trevor Petersen and freshman Joey Lind, who 
bats left-handed. 

“Both of those guys can really hit,” Knutson says. 
“It’s a good situation. Petersen and Lind are going to 
be competing for playing time and both will be DH 
candidates.”

At shortstop, sophomore Danny Cox returns, hav-
ing started 52 games there last year.

“I thought that Danny was one of the most 
improved players we had in the fall,” Knutson says. 
“His best asset has always been his glove. He just 
catches balls. But with more experience, his offense 
has come along. He had a good fall. He was more 
consistent at the plate and had some big days in our 
scrimmages.”

Pearl, a freshman who could also pitch, enters the 
season as the No. 2 shortstop, but Knutson notes that 
he pushed Cox in the fall.

Matt Hague, a third-team All-American last year 
as an outfielder, has essentially switched spots with 
Matt Stevens, who played third base last year. Hague 
will play third while Stevens moves to right field.

“There’s no reason to think that Hague won’t be 
a really good third baseman and Stevens looks really 
comfortable in the outfield,” Knutson says. “Hague 
is just a really good offensive player. He gets it. He 
knows how to play. After two years, he has the highest 
career batting average in school history. That speaks 
for itself. He should be an All-American and should 

compete for the conference batting championship.”
At second base is where all the questions arise. 

Certainly one top candidate to start there is sophomore 
Bradley Boyer, who started 37 games as a freshman. 
He’ll get a push from junior college transfer Ricky Rea-
vis, the Northwest’s top JC hitter last season. Reavis 
will join the team at the start of the winter quarter in 
January. Add to them freshmen Doug Cherry, Travis 
Nishioka and Pearl, and there’s bound to be quite a 
contest for playing time.

“We still have a lot of questions at second base, 
but I think we have a lot of answers as well,” Knutson 
explains. “Boyer was hurt all fall and didn’t play. Reavis 
is transferring in for the start of the new quarter, so 
we didn’t see him either. Pearl played there a little 
bit, but mostly played shortstop. Cherry came on late 
during our fall world series, where he played well, and 
Nishioka was also in the mix. He’s fast and he doesn’t 
swing and miss very often.

“There are a lot of really young players who are 
going to have to compete,” Knutson continues. “Boyer 
can also play third or in the outfield and Reavis could 
be a third baseman or a DH. It’s wide open at second 
base.”

Another player in the mix is freshman Aaron 
Russell. Despite missing a good deal of time in the 
offseason due to injury, Knutson says. “Russell could 
be a utility guy who is a good enough defender to play 
all four infield spots.”

OUTFIELDERS
Much like the infield, there are a good number of 

players vying for time in the outfield. How it shakes out, 
Knutson says, is largely up to the players themselves. 
In other words, whoever is getting the job done will 
see the most playing time.

The biggest quandary is probably in center field, 
where three experienced players enter the spring look-
ing to take a hold of the job. Juniors Michael Burgher 
and Andy Lentz have both seen significant action in 
their UW careers, and sophomore Brett Kaluza started 
24 games as a freshman.

“They all profile as really good defenders,” Knutson 
says. “Right now, Lentz is probably the top guy, but I 
want to get Mike on the field as well due to his speed 
and I think Kaluza would be a very productive player if 
he was out there every day. It’ll get down to whoever 
swings the bat the best and gets hot at the plate is 
going to play.”

In left field, sophomores Kyle Conley and Jake Rife 
will begin the spring in competition. Rife is more of 
a top-of-the-order type of player while Conley’s best 
tool is his power.

As noted, junior slugger Matt Stevens, who hit 
17 homers in 2006, is making the move from third 
base to right field. He’ll open the season as the 
starter there.

“Matt’s offensive improvement was drastic in the 
fall,” Knutson says. “He was getting on base a lot more 

and had a lot more confidence. He has tremendous raw 
power. He’s probably our best combination of speed 
and power on the team.”

Also figuring in are two newcomers, redshirt 
freshman Ty Rasmussen, a transfer from Louisiana-
Lafayette, and freshman Jacob Clem, the younger 
brother of Zach Clem, who hit 20 homers as a UW 
senior last year. Both have tremendous potential at 
the plate and could emerge as options in left field or 
at designated hitter.

“Rasmussen has had most of the injuries that you 
can have, so we figure he’s running out of things to 
hurt,” Knutson says. “There are days when we feel 
like he’s the best hitter in our program. He’s a game 
changer, a middle-of-the-order hitter with tremendous 
power. But he’s a redshirt freshman who’s never 
played. If he’s healthy, he’s going to compete at DH 
with a couple others. Somebody’s going to nail that 
spot down or there’s going to be an awfully powerful 
platoon. I’ll have some options offensively.

“Clem swung the bat really well in the fall,” Knut-
son continues. “He had a stretch when he was hitting 
as well as anyone on the team. I think in the future, 
he’ll be a middle-of-the-order type of guy too.”

The 2007 Huskies are a team that combines a rare 
mix of experience and youth, with both often coming 
in the same players. Knutson, who enters the season 
just three victories short of 500, is looking forward to 
the number of options his depth should give him, both 
in the batting order and on the mound.

“This team is deep enough that I’m going to get to 
play guys who are productive,” Knutson says. “We’ll 
find productivity at all the spots. It should be fun.”
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PRONUNCIATIONS
Player & Coach Names
Rob Brasier BRAY-zhur
Michael Burgher Burger
Tyler Cheney CHEE-knee
Tighe Dickinson TY
Ben Guidos GUIDE-us
Nick Hagadone HAG-uh-doan
Nick Haughian HOY-un
Ken Knutson kuh-NOOT-sun
Travis Nishioka nee-shee-OH-kuh
Rick Reavis REV-us
Curt Rindal RIN-dull

Hometowns/High Schools
Chehalis, Wash. shuh-HAIL-us
Kamiakin HS kuh-MY-uh-kin
Sammamish, Wash. suh-MAM-ish
Skagit Valley CC like “Gadget”
Tukwila, Wash. tuck-WILL-uh

2007 Husky Roster
2007 WASHINgTON BASEBALL ROSTER

 No. Name Pos. B/T Ht. Wt. Yr.  Exp. Hometown (High School/JC/College)
 10 Bryce Anderson C R/R 6-0 200 FR  HS Redmond, Wash. (Redmond HS)
 37 Harrison Bishop P R/R 6-3 215 JR # JC Kirkland, Wash. (Juanita HS/Edmonds CC/Bellevue CC)
 2 Bradley Boyer IF R/R 5-9 180 SO  1V Sumner, Wash. (Enumclaw HS)
 34 Rob Brasier P R/R 6-2 195 FR  HS Galveston, Texas (Ball HS)
 4 Michael Burgher OF R/R 6-0 188 JR  2V Lake Forest Park, Wash. (Shorecrest HS)
 22 Tyler Cheney P L/L 6-3 200 SO  1V Richland, Wash. (Richland HS)
 3 Doug Cherry IF R/R 5-10 170 FR  HS Redmond, Wash. (Inglemoor)
 24 Jacob Clem OF/1B R/R 6-4 210 FR  HS Burlington, Wash. (Burlington-Edison HS)
 29 Kyle Conley OF R/R 6-4 215 SO  1V Richland, Wash. (Richland HS)
 28 Danny Cox IF L/R 6-2 185 SO  1V Chehalis, Wash. (W.F. West HS)
 42 Elliott Cribby P R/R 6-1 200 JR # 1V Redmond, Wash. (Lake Washington HS/Columbia Basin CC)
 18 Joey Dunn C R/R 6-3 210 JR  2V Redmond, Wash. (Inglemoor HS)
 12 Johnny DuRocher P R/R 6-4 215 JR # HS Graham, Wash. (Bethel HS/Univ. of Oregon)
 16 Jason Erickson P R/R 6-1 190 SO  1V Bonney Lake, Wash. (White River HS)
 20 Ben Guidos P L/L 6-1 180 FR  HS Normandy Park, Wash. (Highline HS)
 27 Nick Hagadone P L/L 6-5 230 JR  2V Sumner, Wash. (Sumner HS)
 1 Matt Hague IF/OF R/R 6-3 225 JR  2V Kent, Wash. (Kentwood HS)
 11 Nick Haughian P L/L 6-0 195 SO  1V Marysville, Wash. (Marysville-Pilchuck HS)
 7 Brett Kaluza OF R/R 6-2 200 SO  1V Sammamish, Wash. (Skyline HS)
 8 Max Kwan C R/R 6-3 215 SO  TR Seattle, Wash. (Seattle Prep HS/Tulane Univ.)
 5 Andy Lentz OF L/R 6-0 210 JR  2V Woodinville, Wash. (Woodinville HS)
 23 Joey Lind 1B L/R 6-2 225 FR  HS Mill Creek, Wash. (Jackson HS)
 38 Brandon McKerney P R/R 6-4 190 JR  2V Edmonds, Wash. (Meadowdale HS)
 39 Jorden Merry P R/R 6-1 185 SO  JC Pasco, Wash. (Pasco HS/Lower Columbia CC)
 31 Brent Miller P R/R 6-0 180 FR  HS Woodinville, Wash. (Woodinville HS)
 32 Travis Nishioka IF/OF R/R 5-10 180 FR  HS Honolulu, Hawaii (Iolani School)
 30 Bryce Mooney P R/R 6-4 210 SO  1V Lake Oswego, Ore. (Lake Oswego HS)
 35 Geoff Nichols P R/R 6-4 210 SO  1V Portland, Ore. (Jesuit HS)
 14 Cam Nobles P R/R 6-1 185 FR  HS Mill Creek, Wash. (Jackson HS)
 9 Brian Pearl IF/P L/R 6-1 180 FR  HS Everett, Wash. (Cascade HS)
 33 Trevor Petersen 1B R/R 6-2 235 SO  1V Tukwila, Wash. (Seattle Christian HS)
 25 Ty Rasmussen OF R/R 6-0 215 FR # TR Bonney Lake, Wash. (Enumclaw HS/Univ. of Louisiana-Lafayette)
 26 Ricky Reavis IF R/R 5-9 185 JR  JC Covington, Wash. (Kentwood HS/Skagit Valley CC)
 6 Jake Rife OF L/L 5-11 195 SO  1V Arlington, Wash. (Lakewood HS)
 21 Curt Rindal 1B R/R 6-3 215 SR # 3V Mount Vernon, Wash. (Mount Vernon HS)
 43 Aaron Russell IF R/R 6-3 195 FR  HS Redmond, Wash. (Interlake HS)
 41 Ryan Scott C S/R 6-3 205 JR  JC Auburn, Wash. (Auburn HS/Tacoma CC)
 13 Matt Stevens OF/IF R/R 6-3 215 JR  2V Lake Stevens, Wash. (Lake Stevens HS)

Head Coach: 19 Ken Knutson (Washington ’81; 15th year as head coach; 23rd year overall)
Associate Head Coach: 17 Joe Ross (Wisconsin-River Falls ’82; 15th year)
Assistant Coach: 15 Donny Harrel (Cal State Bakersfield ’95; 3rd year)
Assistant Coach: 36 Tighe Dickinson (Alabama-Birmingham ‘99; 2nd year)

NUMERICAL ROSTER
 1 Matt Hague, if/of 15 Donny Harrel, asst. coach 29 Kyle Conley, of
 2 Bradley Boyer, if 16 Jason Erickson, rhp  30 Bryce Mooney, rhp
 3 Doug Cherry, if 17 Joe Ross, assoc. head coach 31 Brent Miller, rhp
 4 Michael Burgher, of 18 Joey Dunn, c  32 Travis Nishoka, if/of
 5 Andy Lentz, of 19 Ken Knutson, head coach  33 Trevor Petersen, 1b
 6 Jake Rife, of 20 Ben Guidos, lhp 34 Rob Brasier, rhp
 7 Brett Kaluza, of 21 Curt Rindal, 1b  35 Geoff Nichols, rhp
 8 Max Kwan, c 22 Tyler Cheney, lhp  36 Tighe Dickinson, asst. coach
 9 Brian Pear, if/rhp 23 Joey Lind, 1b 37 Harrison Bishop, rhp
 10 Bryce Anderson, c 24 Jacob Clem, of/1b 38 Brandon McKerney, rhp
 11 Nick Haughian, lhp 25 Ty Rasmussen, of  39 Jorden Merry, rhp
 12 Johnny DuRocher, rhp 26 Ricky Reavis, if  41 Ryan Scott, c
 13 Matt Stevens, of/if 27 Nick Hagadone, lhp  42 Elliott Cribby, rhp
 14 Cam Nobles, rhp 28 Danny Cox, if 43 Aaron Russell, if 
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