
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aid Modifications During the Academic Year: Under NCAA rules, an athletics scholarship 
agreement between the University of Washington (UW) and a student-athlete is limited to a 
period of one academic year.  During the one-year term of the agreement, UW cannot increase, 
reduce or cancel the agreement based on the student-athlete's athletics ability, performance or 
contribution to the team's success, because of an injury or for any other athletics reason.  UW 
may only reduce or cancel a student-athlete's athletics scholarship during the one-year term of 
the award if the student-athlete: (i) renders himself or herself ineligible for competition; (ii) 
fraudulently misrepresents any information on an application, letter of intent or financial aid 
agreement; (iii) engages in serious misconduct warranting substantial disciplinary penalty as 
determined by UW's disciplinary authority for the regular student body; or (iv) voluntarily 
withdraws from the sport (i.e., quits the team).  
 
Renewals of Aid for the Next Academic Year: If a student-athlete received athletics aid during 
the previous academic year and has eligibility remaining, UW’s regular financial aid authority 
(i.e., the Director of Financial Aid) is required to notify the student-athlete in writing by July 1 
regarding whether the athletics aid will be renewed, increased, reduced or canceled for the 
upcoming academic year.  Whenever a decision is made to cancel, reduce or not renew an 
athletics scholarship for a student-athlete with eligibility remaining, the student-athlete has the 
right to request a hearing to contest the decision.  Such hearings must be conducted by a 
committee of individuals employed outside of the Department of Intercollegiate Athletics 
(“ICA”). 
 
The committee charged with hearing student-athlete financial aid appeals at UW is the Athletic 
Financial Aid Committee (the "Committee").   The Committee is comprised of three members of 
the UW campus community employed outside of ICA, including the Director of Financial Aid 
(“DFA”).  The DFA shall serve as the Chair of the Committee.  The Committee serves in an 
advisory role to the DFA and is appointed by the Vice Provost for Student Life. 
 
 
 
 
 
1. Decision-Making Process/Opportunity for Mediation.  To the extent possible, if ICA 

decides it wishes to cancel, reduce or not renew the athletics aid of a student-athlete, the 
Head Coach, student-athlete and appropriate sport administrator shall meet to discuss the 
issues related to the continuation/discontinuation of aid.  If no resolution occurs, the sport 
administrator will make a recommendation to the Director of Athletics to cancel, reduce or 
not renew the student-athlete’s scholarship.  If the Director of Athletics concurs, the 
recommendation shall be submitted to DFA for review by the Committee. 
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2. Notification of Decision and Requesting/Scheduling a Hearing.  If the Committee 

approves a recommendation by ICA to cancel, reduce or not renew a student-athlete’s 
athletics aid, the DFA shall promptly inform the student-athlete in writing and provide the 
procedures to appeal and request a hearing.  A student-athlete who wishes to have a hearing 
before the Committee shall submit a request in writing to the DFA by the deadline stated in 
the written notice and a mutually agreeable time for the hearing will be scheduled. Even 
after a hearing is requested and scheduled, the student-athlete, the Head Coach and the 
sport administrator may request additional meetings with each other to attempt to resolve 
the situation outside of the hearing process. 

 
3. Exchange of Documentation Prior to Hearing.  Prior to the hearing, the student-athlete 

shall submit a written statement and any supporting documentation describing all of the 
reasons why the student-athlete’s aid should be reinstated.  The sport administrator also 
shall submit a written statement and any supporting documentation describing all of the 
reasons why the student-athlete’s aid should be reduced, canceled or not renewed.  These 
statements and supporting documents will be submitted to the DFA who shall distribute 
copies to both parties and the Committee.  As a general guideline, the deadline for the 
submission of these documents will be 7 business days before the hearing.  Additional 
supporting documentation may not be presented at the hearing without the permission of 
the DFA.  If the late introduction of new supporting documentation is allowed at the 
hearing, the other party may ask the DFA for a short delay to review and prepare a 
response to the new information outside of the hearing. 

 
4. Attendance at the Hearing.  The student-athlete and the sport administrator are normally 

required to appear in-person at the hearing to present their positions.  However, at the 
discretion of the DFA, the hearing may be conducted by telephone conference or based 
only on the written documentation if the student-athlete or sport administrator is unable to 
attend in-person.  If either the student-athlete or the sport administrator wishes to have 
other individuals speak and/or be present at the hearing, a list of names shall be provided to 
the DFA approximately 3 days before the hearing so that both parties may be notified of 
who will be present.  The DFA has the discretion to limit the number of individuals who 
may attend or speak in order to ensure a fair and expeditious hearing.  A compliance staff 
member shall be present for the sole purpose of resolving any issues related to NCAA 
rules.  

 
Please note:  Student athletes and sport administrators are expected to meet the deadlines 
and procedures in steps 2-4 unless extenuating circumstances exist and then such processes 
can be waived at the discretion of the DFA. 

 
5. Hearing Format.  The Committee has the discretion to deviate from the following hearing 

format when appropriate and necessary to ensure a fair hearing.  As a general rule, 
however, the format of hearings shall be as follows: 

 
• The DFA will introduce the Committee members and ask all parties in attendance to 

introduce themselves.  The DFA will provide a general summary of the format of the 
hearing and any rules of procedure.  

• The DFA then shall invite the student-athlete to present his/her case and the reasons 
why the decision to reduce, cancel or not renew the athletics aid should be reversed.  
After hearing from the student-athlete, the DFA shall invite the sport administrator to 



present ICA's case and explain the rationale for upholding the decision.  Both parties, 
when invited to do so by the DFA, will have the right to ask questions of the other 
party.   

• The Committee may ask questions of any individual present at the hearing at any time.   
• At the conclusion of the hearing, the DFA shall provide both parties with the 

opportunity to make brief closing remarks.   
 

The DFA shall be responsible taking whatever steps are necessary to ensure that the 
hearing is conducted in a fair and orderly manner.  The DFA shall rule on procedural 
matters and the presentation of additional documentation during the hearing. The DFA 
shall not close the hearing until all parties have had a fair and equal opportunity to present 
their positions.   
 
All parties are expected to provide truthful information and treat all persons present with 
dignity and respect throughout the process.   

 
6. Deliberations and Notice of Decision.  Following the hearing, the Committee shall meet 

privately to deliberate.  Once a decision is reached, the DFA will provide written 
notification to the student-athlete and sport administrator.   

 
7. Confidentiality and Finality.  The documentation submitted to the Committee, the 

testimony at the hearing and the Committee's deliberations must remain confidential.  The 
Committee’s decision is final, and there are no further avenues of appeal. 

 


