
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
The Department of Intercollegiate Athletics at the University of Washington (ICA) is 
committed to achieving the highest standard of rules compliance in the operation of its 
intercollegiate athletics programs.  ICA will seek to abide by all University, Pac-10 Conference 
and NCAA rules and regulations at all times. 
 
In accordance with NCAA Constitution 2.8.1, ICA will monitor its athletics programs to ensure 
compliance and will identify and report to the Pac-10 and NCAA all instances in which 
compliance has not been achieved.  All student-athletes and athletics department staff members 
are required to report any known or suspected violation of Pac-10 Conference or NCAA rules.  
On an annual basis, every athletics department staff member will be required to sign a NCAA 
Certification of Compliance Form, and every student-athlete will be required to sign a NCAA 
Student-Athlete Statement.  By signing these forms, staff members and student-athlete will 
affirm in writing that they have reported any known or suspected violations.   
 
Reporting a known or suspected violation immediately to the appropriate individuals is 
important because it can make the difference between the violation being considered secondary 
or major under NCAA rules.  It is ICA’s policy that no violation is too minor or insignificant 
that it need not be reported.   All known or suspected violations shall be reviewed and 
investigated thoroughly by appropriate individuals within ICA.  If it is determined that a 
violation has occurred, the violation will be reported to the Pac-10 Conference and to the 
NCAA as appropriate. 
 
 
 
 
 
Reporting Violations 
 

 Any individual (e.g., athletics department staff member, booster, student-athlete, 
university employee, member of the general public) may report a suspected or known 
violation of Pac-10 or NCAA rules. 

 
 Violations may be reported in person or via phone, e-mail, letter or any other means.  

Individuals are encouraged to provide their name, contact information and as much 
detailed information as possible when reporting violations.  However, violations that are 
reported anonymously will be treated seriously and will be investigated as thoroughly as 
possible. 
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 If any athletics department staff member becomes aware of a known or suspected 
violation, the staff member is required to report the violation immediately either to the 
Senior Associate Athletic Director for Compliance (the “Compliance Director”), the 
Director of Athletics (the “AD”), the Faculty Athletics Representative (the “FAR”) or 
any member of the compliance staff.  Any other individual who becomes aware of a 
known or suspected violation should report the violation to any athletics department 
staff member.  

 
 No staff member, student-athlete or other individual may retaliate against any individual 

who in good faith reports a suspected violation of NCAA rules.  
 
Investigating Rules Violations 
 

 All known or suspected violations will be investigated promptly and thoroughly. 
 
 As soon as the Compliance Director, AD or FAR becomes aware of a known or 

suspected violation of NCAA rules, he or she shall inform the other two individuals.  
These three individuals will decide on the most appropriate course of action and 
strategy for investigating the matter.  As soon as practicable, the ICA administrator who 
supervises the involved sport or staff member will be informed of the allegation and 
investigation.  Thereafter, the head coach of the involved sport will be informed.  
Depending on the investigation strategy in a particular case, the head coach may be 
required to refrain from discussing the allegation and investigation for a period of time 
with any student-athletes involved in the violation.     

 
 In appropriate cases (usually when the violation may be considered major or may result 

in significant media coverage), the university President and general counsel will be 
informed. 

 
 If ICA has a reasonable belief that the violation did occur, and if a student-athlete’s 

eligibility may be impacted by involvement in the violation, the student-athlete will be 
withheld from competition pending the outcome of the investigation and, if applicable, 
reinstatement by the NCAA.  

 
 The Compliance Director will serve as the primary investigator to gather facts and 

information about the violation.  In all cases, the Compliance Director shall keep the 
AD, FAR and the sport administrator informed and updated on the progress of the 
investigation.  The FAR may elect to serve as a co-lead investigator in any case.  Other 
individuals may be appointed by the AD to assist in conducting the investigation. 

 
 As soon as possible after an investigation has been completed, the Compliance Director, 

AD and FAR shall meet to determine, based on a preponderance of the evidence 
considered as a whole, whether a violation occurred and whether it is secondary in 
nature.  If there is a difference of opinion as to whether a violation occurred or whether 
it is secondary or major in nature, the Compliance Director will submit the facts of the 
case to the Pac-10 Conference for review.  Their decision, after consulting with the 
NCAA as appropriate, will be binding. 
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 If it is determined that a violation has occurred that is major in nature, the AD or FAR 
shall inform the Pac-10 Conference and shall work with the conference office to 
determine the appropriate course of action under Pac-10 rules.   

 
 If it is determined that a secondary violation has occurred, the Compliance Director will 

research case precedent and recommend appropriate corrective actions and self-imposed 
penalties to the AD and FAR, who shall approve or revise the corrective actions and 
penalties.  The Compliance Director shall inform the sport administrator, the coach and 
the student-athlete (if applicable) of the corrective actions and penalties.  

 
 The Compliance Director shall be responsible for drafting a violation report for 

submission to the Pac-10 Conference and the NCAA.  The FAR and AD shall be given 
a draft of the report for review and approval prior to submission.  The AD shall sign all 
violation reports, unless the AD is not available and the report must be submitted on an 
emergency basis (e.g., in order to commence the reinstatement of eligibility process 
with the NCAA before an upcoming competition), in which case either the FAR or the 
Senior Associate Athletic Director/Senior Woman Administrator may sign the report.  
The Compliance Director shall submit the report to the Pac-10 Conference and/or the 
NCAA and provide copies to AD, FAR, the President of the University and the sport 
administrator. 

 
 The Compliance Director, the sport administrator and the head coach of the involved 

sport will be jointly responsible for ensuring that the corrective actions and self-
imposed penalties are implemented.  Any letters of caution, admonishment or 
reprimand shall be signed by the AD and delivered to the involved coach or staff 
member.  Copies will be provided to the coach’s or staff member’s supervisor and the 
FAR. 

 
 All matters pertaining to any investigation of a rules violation are considered strictly 

confidential.  Staff members involved in an investigation of a potential violation are not 
permitted to discuss the case with anyone not directly involved in the case.  

 
 


