
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Department of Intercollegiate Athletics (ICA) at the University of Washington (UW) is 
committed to maintaining the integrity of the athletic eligibility certification process.  Every 
student-athlete's academic progress and athletics participation is monitored carefully 
throughout the year to ensure that the student-athletes representing the university in practice 
and competition meet all applicable ICA, institutional, Pac-10 and NCAA continuing eligibility 
requirements. 
 
No student-athlete will be permitted to participate in intercollegiate competition during any 
academic year unless and until their eligibility has been certified in accordance with the 
procedures described in this policy.  A variety of individuals play a pivotal role in the process, 
including the coaches, the academic advisors and counselors in the Student-Athlete Academic 
Services Office, the compliance staff and the major advisors in the various academic 
departments on campus.  However, the Continuing Eligibility Coordinator and the Faculty 
Athletics Representative are the individuals actually responsible for certifying the continuing 
eligibility of UW student-athletes.  To help ensure objectivity and avoid any conflict of interest, 
neither the Continuing Eligibility Coordinator nor the Faculty Athletics Representative reports 
to the athletics department.  The Continuing Eligibility Coordinator reports to the FAR, and the 
FAR reports directly to the President. 
 
 
 
 
 
Timetable 

Information gathering begins at the conclusion of spring quarter.  The Continuing Eligibility 
Coordinator (CEC) works with each Head Coach to compile a list of all student-athletes who 
are expected to be members of the team for the upcoming academic year.  The CEC, with the 
assistance of the Student-Athletic Academic Services staff (SAAS) and institutional academic 
advisors, analyzes the academic record of each student-athlete to determine their continuing 
eligibility status. If a particular student-athlete is identified as having an eligibility problem, the 
CEC and SAAS shall communicate that information to the Head Coach.  Whenever possible, a 
specific plan will be implemented to assist the student-athlete in resolving the problem and 
regaining eligibility prior to the start of the academic year.    
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Throughout the summer, the CEC, SAAS and the Head Coach in each sport are responsible for  
monitoring the roster and eligibility status of all continuing student-athletes.  Periodic 
continuing eligibility reports will be sent by the CEC to the Head Coach of each team.  Such 
reports shall be provided on a more regular basis (i.e., weekly when necessary) during the 30-
day period immediately prior to a team's first competition.  Continuing student-athletes with 
specific eligibility problems will be highlighted and discussed by the CEC and the Head Coach. 

Prior to the first day of practice in each sport, the compliance staff shall meet with all new and 
continuing student-athletes.  This meeting is mandatory and is an important part of the 
eligibility certification process.  During this meeting, the compliance staff will provide a basic 
overview of NCAA, Pac-10 Conference and institutional eligibility rules and regulations.  All 
student-athletes are required to complete NCAA eligibility paperwork at this meeting, 
including the NCAA Drug-Testing Consent Form, the NCAA Student-Athlete Statement and 
various other compliance forms.  After the meeting, the CEC and other compliance staff 
members shall review the paperwork completed by the student-athletes to ensure that the roster 
for each team is accurate and complete for all continuing student-athletes. 

Prior to the first competition in each sport (including any scrimmages or exhibition contests 
involving any outside competition), the CEC ensures that the following will occur: 

 All information is complete and accurate as recorded in the NCAA Compliance 
Assistant Internet program ("CAi"). 

 The Continuing Eligibility Report and 6-Unit Report is generated and subsequently 
reviewed and signed by the FAR.   

 The Head Coach receives and signs an eligibility report identifying all eligible and 
ineligible student-athletes. 

 The Compliance staff generates the NCAA Affirmation of Eligibility Form and 
forwards to the Head Coach and the Director of Athletics for signatures.  

 All necessary reports are faxed to the Pac-10 Conference within 5 days of the first 
competition and the originals are filed in the compliance office. 

Throughout the year, the Compliance staff and each Head Coach are jointly responsible for 
making sure the team roster remains fully updated.  It is the Head Coach's responsibility to 
review for accuracy all rosters and Continuing Eligibility Reports provided by the CEC and 
promptly inform the CEC of any additions or deletions to the team.  The Head Coach shall not 
permit any student-athlete to compete without having first received written confirmation signed 
by the CEC indicating that the student-athlete was certified as eligible for competition.    
 
Components of Continuing Eligibility Certification 
 
The CEC and FAR shall be responsible for analyzing and certifying the eligibility status of all 
continuing student-athletes under all applicable NCAA, conference and institutional rules, 
including the following: 

 Seasons of Competition/Five-Year Clock: The CAi tracks the seasons of competition 
used by student-athletes and their status under the five-year rule.  At the completion of 



each season, the Head Coach must submit a form to the compliance office indicating the 
specific competitions in which each student-athlete on the roster competed.  That 
information, as well as the number of seasons of competition remaining, is recorded in 
each student-athlete's record in CAi and reflected on each team's Continuing Eligibility 
Report. 

 ICA 36-Unit Policy:  Notwithstanding NCAA rules, ICA policy requires that all 
scholarship student-athletes earn 36 units each academic year to be eligible the 
following academic year. A student must receive 36 credits from the beginning of one 
fall quarter through the end of the following summer term. No more than nine of the 
required 36 credits may be earned during the summer. Exceptions to this policy (using 
the averaging method) may be granted by the Athletic Director, Executive Associate 
Athletic Director or Senior Associate Athletic Director/SWA.  Compliance with this 
policy is tracked by entering all degree credits earned by all student-athletes in CAi. 

Note:  The ICA 36-Unit Policy is equally or more stringent than the NCAA credit-hour 
rule.  If a student-athlete meets the ICA 36-Unit Policy, the student-athlete has satisfied 
the NCAA rule.  However, if a student-athlete fails to meet the ICA 36-unit policy and 
receives a waiver of the departmental policy, the student-athlete still must satisfy the 
NCAA credit-hour rule in order to be eligible.  For a student-athlete whose initial full-
time collegiate enrollment occurred before August 1, 2003, the NCAA rule may be met 
if the student-athlete has completed an average of 12 units of degree credit for each 
term of full-time collegiate enrollment.  For a student-athlete who first enrolled full-
time at any collegiate enrollment after August 1, 2003 and who has completed a full 
academic year in residence at UW, the requirement is met if the student-athlete passes 
27 quarter units during the immediately preceding two regular academic terms (i.e., fall, 
winter and spring quarters only).  

 
 Degree Declaration:  All student-athletes must declare a degree program prior to 7th 

quarter of full-time collegiate enrollment.  If admission into a particular degree program 
is delayed or denied, the student-athlete must meet with a major advisor in the 
department, who completes and signs a graduation planning form for the student-athlete 
in the desired degree program.  The signed graduation planning form is treated as the 
official degree declaration for the student-athlete. The declared degree program is 
entered into CAi and is used in determining eligibility.  All eligibility decisions and 
certifications are based on the specified program unless the student-athlete officially 
changes his or her degree program.     

 
 Six-Credit Rule:  In order for any student-athlete to be eligible for competition, the 

student-athlete must have successfully completed six hours of degree credit during the 
immediately preceding regular academic term (i.e., excluding summer) in which the 
student-athlete has been enrolled at any collegiate institution.  As soon as grades have 
been posted for a quarter, a "6-Credit Report" for each student-athlete is generated by 
ICA academic advisors.  For student-athletes who have not declared a degree, credits 
earned towards any degree are accepted towards meeting the 6-credit rule.  For student-
athletes who have declared a degree, the University’s Degree Audit Report System 



(DARS) may be used to verify degree applicability.  The CEC reviews the 6-Credit 
Reports for all student-athletes, and the CEC and FAR certifies each student-athlete's 
satisfaction or non-satisfaction of the 6-credit rule prior to competition.  As soon as 
such certification is complete, the CEC sends a copy of the 6-credit certification report 
for each team to the Pac-10 Conference. 

 
 Percentage of Degree (25/50/75 or 40/60/80):  Every student-athlete whose initial full-

time collegiate enrollment occurred prior to August 1, 2003 must complete 25% of their 
degree prior to their 7th quarter of full-time collegiate enrollment, 50% prior to their 10th 
quarter and 75% prior to their 13th quarter.  For a student-athlete whose initial full-time 
collegiate enrollment occurred after August 1, 2003, the percentages are 40% prior to 
the 7th quarter, 60% prior to the 10th quarter and 80% prior to the 13th quarter.  
Satisfaction of the percentage of degree requirements must be certified by a campus 
major advisor on a graduation planning form that is administered prior to the 7th, 10th 
and 13th quarters of full-time enrollment.  The information from those forms is 
reviewed and verified by the CEC, recorded on CAi and reflected on the Continuing 
Eligibility Report. 

 
 ICA Minimum GPA Policy: ICA policy requires all student-athletes to present a 2.0 

cumulative GPA at the beginning of each academic year.  If a student-athlete's GPA is 
below the minimum at the start of the fall quarter, the student-athlete may regain 
eligibility under this rule during the winter or spring quarters if the student-athlete's 
GPA increases to a 2.0.  Exceptions to the ICA minimum GPA policy may be granted 
only by the Director of Athletics, Executive Associate Athletic Director, or Senior 
Associate Athletic Director/SWA.  The CEC reviews and verifies every student-
athlete's GPA on a quarter-by-quarter basis and records the information in CAi. 

 
Note:  The ICA minimum GPA policy is equally or more stringent than the NCAA 
minimum GPA rule.  If a student-athlete meets the ICA minimum policy, the student-
athlete has satisfied the NCAA rule.  However, if a student-athlete fails to meet the ICA 
policy and receives a waiver of the departmental policy, the student-athlete still must 
satisfy the NCAA rule in order to be eligible.  For a student-athlete whose initial full-
time collegiate enrollment occurred before August 1, 2003, the NCAA rule is met if the 
student-athlete presents a cumulative GPA equal to: (i) 1.800 (i.e., 90% of the 4.0 
required for graduation) prior to the third year of full-time collegiate enrollment; and 
(ii) 1.900 (i.e., 95% of the 4.0 required for graduation) prior to the fourth year of full-
time collegiate enrollment and thereafter.  For a student-athlete whose initial full-time 
collegiate enrollment occurred after August 1, 2003, the NCAA rule is met if the 
student-athlete presents a cumulative GPA equal to: (i) 1.800 (i.e., 90% of the 4.0 
required for graduation) prior to the second year of full-time collegiate enrollment; (ii) 
1.900 (i.e., 95% of the 4.0 required for graduation) prior to the third year of full-time 
collegiate enrollment; and (iii) 2.00 (i.e., 100% of the 4.0 required for graduation) prior 
to the fourth year of full-time collegiate enrollment and thereafter. 

 Full-Time Enrollment:  As a general rule, a student-athlete must be enrolled full-time 
(i.e., 12 units) in order to practice or compete.  There are several exceptions: 



 
o During a vacation period prior to initial enrollment, a student-athlete may 

practice or compete without being enrolled in 12 units if the student-athlete has 
been accepted for enrollment at UW and is otherwise eligible under all 
applicable NCAA, Pac-10 and institutional rules. 

o During a vacation period between terms, a student-athlete may practice or 
compete without being enrolled in 12 units if the student-athlete was enrolled 
full-time at UW at the conclusion of the previous quarter or has been accepted 
for full-time enrollment during the next academic quarter. 

o During the first 5 days of any quarter only, a student-athlete may participate in 
practice activities (but may not compete) while enrolled in less than 12 units. 

o During a student-athlete's final quarter of enrollment before completing his or 
her degree, a student-athlete may practice and compete while enrolled in less 
than 12 units if the student-athlete is taking all of the remaining necessary to 
complete the degree requirements.  A letter from the major department advisor 
or a DARS report is required for this exception to apply. 

The CEC, with the assistance of SAAS, is responsible for confirming compliance with 
the full-time enrollment requirement at all times.  In an effort to ensure compliance, the 
CEC receives a report from the registrar's office notifying the CEC any time a student-
athlete is enrolled in fewer than 12 credits.  If a student-athlete drops below 12 units, the 
CEC promptly informs the Head Coach and declares the student-athlete ineligible.  The 
student-athlete shall not regain eligibility until he or she is registered in 12 units again.  
No student-athlete will be permitted to drop or add a class after 5 p.m. on the fifth day 
of classes during any quarter unless the student-athlete obtains approval from an advisor 
in SAAS. 


